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Listed below are California Education Code Sections that have been identified as having impact on 
Agricultural Education students and programs: 
 
Section  Title 
 
8980 Agricultural Literacy Act 
8981 Legislative Findings and Declarations 
8982 Nonmandatory, Comprehensive Agricultural Education Programs; Establishment 
17287   School Farm Lab Facilities Exempt from Field Act 
17608   Safe Schools Act 
32030   Requirement to Provide Protective Eye Devices in Shop Classes 
32255 Harmful use of animals 
35160.5 Adoption of Rules and Regulations Pertaining to Student Participation in Extra 

Curricular Activities – 2.0 GPA Requirement 
35330 (d) School Funds Can’t be Used for Out-of-State Travel for Students 
51225.3 (b)  High School Graduation Requirements – Alternative Means 
51540   Treatment of Animals 
52373   Transportation of Classes in Agriculture – No Fees May be Charged 
52375   Fees or Charges:  Activities Which are Part of a Vocational Class 
52450   Vocational Agricultural Education – Legislative Intent 
52452   Agricultural Vocational Education Unit – Employees & Consultants 
52453   State Agricultural Advisory Committee – Membership, Purpose & Compensation 
52454   Agriculture Education Curricular Components of Participating School Districts 
52460   Application for Agriculture Incentive Grant 
52461   Agriculture Incentive Grant Award Requirements 
52461.5  Agricultural Incentive Grant Equipment and Wavier of Matching Fund Requirements 
52462   Distribution of Funds – Rules and Regulations 
 
Vehicle Code 
12804.9  Drivers License 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
8980 Agricultural Literacy Act 
 
This chapter shall be know and may be cited as the Agricultural 
Education Act of 1999. 
 
(Added by Stats. 1999, c. 965 (A.B. 1645), (1.) 
 
 
 
8981 Legislative Findings and Declarations  
 
The Legislature finds and declares all of the following:  
(a) Agriculture is one of the most important industries in California. 
Gross income from production agriculture annually exceeds twenty-six 
billion eight hundred million dollars ($26,800,000,000). Support 
industries in agricultural marketing, business, research, 
communications, and education contribute another ten billion dollars 
($10,000,000,000) to the state's economy and exports annually exceeds 
six billion dollars ($6,000,000,000). 
 
(b) During 1998, approximately 399,000 agricultural jobs were performed 
by farm workers, who, through their tireless efforts, have contributed 
greatly to the success of the agricultural industry. 
 
(c) There is currently no comprehensive agricultural education program 
for California's pupils.  According to the National Academy of 
Sciences, most Americans have insufficient knowledge about the social 
and economic significance of agriculture and its links to human health 
and environmental quality.  Many of the challenges facing the state 
clearly require an understanding of these linkages if solutions are to 
be found.  These challenges include changing demographics, rapid 
urbanization, responding to worldwide food and fiber supply needs, 
changing domestic and world trade policies, and increased global 
competition in raw agricultural commodities and value added products. 
 
(d) Pupils need to understand all of the following: 
       (1) The role that agriculture plays in the economy. 
       (2) The role science plays in changing agriculture. 

 (3) The relationship of agriculture and the environment. 
 (4) The wide variety of employment opportunities that exist in 

the industry. 
 



(e) A basic education across curriculum subjects, and grade levels can 
strengthen students' understanding, of agriculture and its fundamental 
importance to society. 
 
(f) It is in the best interest of the public that a statewide 
comprehensive program, with state level coordination and regional 
delivery, be established to infuse agricultural education into a broad 
range of academic subject areas, provide a stronger career preparation 
program to meet the needs of a dynamic and competitive agricultural 
industry in California, and to provide for better informed citizens in 
the state. 
 
(Added by Stats. 1999, c. 965 (A.B. 1645), (1.) 
 
 
8982 Nonmandatory Comprehensive Agricultural Education Programs; 
Establishment 
 
(a) The State Department of Education, in consultation with the State 
Agricultural Advisory Committee shall establish a nonmandatory 
comprehensive agricultural education program for prekindergarten and 
kindergarten children and grades 1 to 12, inclusive, to provide 
statewide coordination for agricultural education in California 
schools. 
 
(b) The program shall include, but shall not be limited to, the 
following elements: 

(1) The development, review and dissemination of curriculum and 
instruction materials to ensure accuracy, grade 
appropriateness, and support of State Standards and 
Frameworks. 

(2) Professional development for student teachers and practicing 
teachers. 

(3) The development of statewide educational activities for 
pupils. 

(4) State level consultation with local education agencies, 
agricultural organizations, and universities and colleges, 
for materials review, professional development, and support. 

(5) The coordination and monitoring of the regional agricultural 
education program delivery. 
 
(c) The program shall provide for regional delivery of education in 
agricultural awareness, literacy, career exploration, and preparation 
activities that include, but not be limited to, the following: 

(1) Development of collaborative models, utilizing matching State 
and community-based funds, to develop objective, age 



appropriate materials for use in classrooms within each of 
California's agriculture production regions. 

(2) Technical assistance to local districts and private parties, 
including agricultural foundations, agricultural 
associations, nonprofit trade associations and businesses. 

(3) Development of a statewide resource center. 
(4) Coordination and delivery of professional development 

activities on a regional basis. 
(5) Coordination of regional pupil activities.  
(6) Coordination and monitoring of funding within the regions. 

 
(Added by Stats. 1999, c. 965 (A.B. 1645), (1.) 
 
 
 
17287 School Farm Lab Facilities Exempt from Field Act 
 
For the purposes of this article and Article 6 (commencing with Section 
17365), “school building” does not include (a) any building of a school 
district or county superintendent of schools which is used solely for 
classes or programs in outdoor science, conservation, and forestry in 
accordance with Article 5 (commencing with Section 8760) of Chapter 4 
of Part 6 and which does not occupy, in whole or in part, the same 
parcel of land upon which there is situated any school maintained by 
the district or county superintendent, or (b) agricultural education 
laboratory facilities used primarily for plant and animal production or 
the storage of materials, equipment, and supplies involved in this 
production. 
 
(Added by Stats. 1996, c. 277 (SB 1562), (3), operative January 1, 
1998. 
 
 
17608-17612   Safe Schools Act 
 
17608.  This article and Article 17 (commencing with Section 13180) 
of Chapter 2 of Division 7 of the Food and Agricultural Code shall be 
known and cited as the Healthy Schools Act of 2000. 
 
 
 
17609.  The definitions set forth in this section govern the 
construction of this article unless the context clearly requires 
otherwise: 
   (a) "Antimicrobial" means those pesticides defined by the Federal 
Insecticide, Fungicide, and Rodenticide Act (7 U.S.C. Sec. 136(mm)). 
   (b) "Crack and crevice treatment" means the application of small 



quantities of a pesticide consistent with labeling instructions in a 
building into openings such as those commonly found at expansion 
joints, between levels of construction and between equipment and 
floors. 
   (c) "Emergency conditions" means any circumstances in which the 
school designee or a property owner of a property where a privately 
operated child day care facility is located, or the property owner's 
agent, deems that the immediate use of a pesticide is necessary to 
protect the health and safety of pupils, staff, or other persons, or 
the schoolsite. 
   (d) "School designee" means the individual identified by a 
schoolsite or school district to carry out the requirements of this 
article at the schoolsite. 
   (e) "Schoolsite" means any facility used as a child day care 
facility, as defined in Section 1596.750 of the Health and Safety 
Code, or for kindergarten, elementary, or secondary school purposes. 
The term includes the buildings or structures, playgrounds, athletic 
fields, vehicles, or any other area of property visited or used by 
pupils. "Schoolsite" does not include any postsecondary educational 
facility attended by secondary pupils or private kindergarten, 
elementary, or secondary school facilities. For child day care 
facilities, the State Department of Social Services shall serve as 
the liaison to these facilities, as needed. 
 
 
 
17610.  (a) It is the policy of the state that effective least toxic 
pest management practices should be the preferred method of managing 
pests at schoolsites and that the state, in order to reduce children' 
s exposure to toxic pesticides, shall take the necessary steps, 
pursuant to Article 17 (commencing with Section 13180) of Chapter 2 
of Division 7 of the Food and Agricultural Code, to facilitate the 
adoption of effective least toxic pest management practices at 
schoolsites. It is the intent of the Legislature to encourage 
appropriate training to be provided to school personnel involved in 
the application of a pesticide at a schoolsite. 
   (b) (1) A property owner of a property where a child day care 
facility is located, or the property owner's agent, who personally 
applies any pesticides on any area listed in paragraph (2) shall 
provide notice to the child day care facility as described in 
paragraph (3) at least 120 hours before the application, unless an 
emergency condition, as defined in Section 17609, exists. 
   An owner of property on which a child day care facility is located 
shall be subject to the requirement to provide notice pursuant to 
this subdivision 30 days after it has received notice from a child 
day care facility of its presence at the property, unless the 
property owner, or his or her agent received that notice pursuant to 



paragraph (1) of subdivision (d) of Section 1597.40 of the Health and 
Safety Code prior to the effective date of this subdivision in which 
case the property owner will be subject to the notice requirements 
on and after the effective date of this subdivision. 
   (2) This subdivision applies when a property owner or his or her 
agent intend to personally apply pesticides on any of the following: 
   (A) Inside the rented premises on which child day care facility is 
located. 
   (B) Upon a designated child day care facility playground 
designated by the property owner. 
   (C) Upon an area designated for use by the child day care 
facility. 
   (D) Upon an area within 10 feet of the perimeter of the child day 
care facility. 
   (3) The notice required by paragraph (1) shall include the 
following: 
   (A) The product name. 
   (B) The manufacturer's name. 
   (C) The active ingredients of each pesticide. 
   (D) The United States Environmental Protection Agency's product 
registration number. 
   (E) The intended date of application. 
   (F) Those areas of application listed in paragraph (2). 
   (G) The reason for application. 
   (4) A notice of pesticide application provided to a tenant 
pursuant to subdivision (d) of Section 13186 of the Food and 
Agricultural Code shall satisfy the notice requirements of this 
section. 
   (5) If the child day care facility ceases to operate on the 
property, the provisions of this act shall no longer apply to the 
property. 
 
 
 
17610.1.  (a) (1) The use of a pesticide on a schoolsite is 
prohibited if that pesticide is granted a conditional registration, 
an interim registration, or an experimental use permit by the 
Department of Pesticide Regulation, or if the pesticide is subject to 
an experimental registration issued by the United States 
Environmental Protection Agency, and either of the following is 
applicable: 
   (A) The pesticide contains a new active ingredient. 
   (B) The pesticide is for a new use. This paragraph does not apply 
to a conditionally registered pesticide that is approved for other 
uses that has fulfilled all registration requirements that relate to 
human health, including, but not limited to, the completion of 
mandatory health effect studies pursuant to the Birth Defect 



Prevention Act of 1984 (Art. 14 (commencing with Sec. 13121), Ch. 2, 
Div. 7, F. & A.C.). The requirements of this section are not intended 
to impose any new labeling requirements. 
   (2) The use of a pesticide on a schoolsite is prohibited if the 
Department of Pesticide Regulation cancels or suspends registration, 
or requires phase out of use, of that pesticide. 
   (b) Vendors or manufacturers of pesticides that are prohibited for 
use on a schoolsite pursuant to subdivision (a) are prohibited from 
furnishing those pesticides to school districts or schoolsites either 
by sale or by gift. 
   (c) This section does not apply to public health pesticides or 
antimicrobial pesticides registered pursuant to Section 12836 of the 
Food and Agricultural Code. 
 
 
 
17610.5.  Sections 17611 and 17612 shall not apply to a pesticide 
product deployed in the form of a self-contained bait or trap, to gel 
or paste deployed as a crack and crevice treatment, to any pesticide 
exempted from regulation by the United States Environmental 
Protection Agency pursuant to the Federal Insecticide, Fungicide, and 
Rodenticide Act (7 U.S.C. Sec. 136 et seq.), or to antimicrobial 
pesticides, including sanitizers and disinfectants. 
 
 
 
17611.  Each schoolsite shall maintain records of all pesticide use 
at the schoolsite for a period of four years, and shall make this 
information available to the public, upon request, pursuant to the 
California Public Records Act (Chapter 3.5 (commencing with Section 
6250) of Division 7 of Title 1 of the Government Code). A schoolsite 
may meet the requirements of this section by retaining a copy of the 
warning sign posted for each application required pursuant to Section 
17612, and recording on that copy the amount of the pesticide used. 
 
 
 
17612.  (a) The school designee shall annually provide to all staff 
and parents or guardians of pupils enrolled at a schoolsite a written 
notification of the name of all pesticide products expected to be 
applied at the schoolsite during the upcoming year. The notification 
shall identify the active ingredient or ingredients in each pesticide 
product. The notice shall also contain the Internet address used to 
access information on pesticides and pesticide use reduction 
developed by the Department of Pesticide Regulation pursuant to 
Section 13184 of the Food and Agricultural Code and may contain other 
information deemed necessary by the school designee. No other 



written notification of pesticide applications shall be required by 
this act except as follows: 
   (1) In the written notification provided pursuant to this 
subdivision, the school designee shall provide the opportunity for 
recipients to register with the schoolsite if they wish to receive 
notification of individual pesticide applications at the schoolsite. 
Persons who register for notification shall be notified of individual 
pesticide applications at least 72 hours prior to the application. 
The notice shall include the product name, the active ingredient or 
ingredients in the product, and the intended date of application. 
   (2) If a pesticide product not included in the annual notification 
is subsequently intended for use at the schoolsite, the school 
designee shall, consistent with this subdivision and at least 72 
hours prior to application, provide written notification of its 
intended use. 
   (b) The school designee shall make every effort to meet the 
requirements of this section in the least costly manner. Annual 
notification by a school district to parents and guardians shall be 
provided pursuant to Section 48980.3. Any other notification shall, 
to the extent feasible and consistent with the act adding this 
article, be included as part of any other written communication 
provided to individual parents or guardians. Nothing in this section 
shall require the school designee to issue the notice through 
first-class mail, unless he or she determines that no other method is 
feasible. 
   (c) Pest control measures taken during an emergency condition as 
defined in Section 17609 shall not be subject to the requirements of 
paragraphs (1) and (2) of subdivision (a). However, the school 
designee or property owner shall make every effort to provide the 
required notification for an application of a pesticide under 
emergency conditions. 
   (d) The school designee shall post each area of the schoolsite 
where pesticides will be applied with a warning sign. The warning 
sign shall prominently display the term "Warning/Pesticide Treated 
Area" and shall include the product name, manufacturer's name, the 
United States Environmental Protection Agency's product registration 
number, intended date and areas of application, and reason for the 
pesticide application. The warning sign shall be visible to all 
persons entering the treated area and shall be posted 24 hours prior 
to the application and remain posted until 72 hours after the 
application. In case of a pest control emergency, the warning sign 
shall be posted immediately upon application and shall remain posted 
until 72 hours after the application. 
   (e) Subdivisions (a) and (d) shall not apply to schools operated 
by the Division of Juvenile Justice. The school administrator of a 
school operated by the Division of Juvenile Justice shall notify the 
chief medical officer of that facility at least 72 hours prior to 



application of pesticides. The chief medical officer shall take any 
steps necessary to protect the health of pupils in that facility. 
   (f) This section and Section 17611 shall not apply to activities 
undertaken at a school by participants in the state program of 
agricultural vocational education, pursuant to Article 7 (commencing 
with Section 52450) of Chapter 9 of Part 28, if the activities are 
necessary to meet the curriculum requirements prescribed in Section 
52454. Nothing in this subdivision relieves schools participating in 
the state program of agricultural vocational education of any duties 
pursuant to this section for activities that are not directly related 
to the curriculum requirements of Section 52454. 
   (g) Sections 17610 to 17612, inclusive, shall not apply to family 
day care homes or property owners of day care homes, as defined in 
Section 1596.78 of the Health and Safety Code, or their agents who 
personally apply any pesticides. 
   (h) If pesticide is applied by a property owner or his or her 
agent, or by a pest control operator, failure to provide notice 
pursuant to subdivision (b) of Section 17610 or subdivision (d) of 
Section 13186 of the Food and Agricultural Code shall relieve a 
privately operated child day care facility from the requirements of 
this section. 
 
 
 
 
32030 Requirement to Provide Protective Eye Devices in Shop Classes 
 
The eye protective devices shall be worn in courses including, but not 
limited to, vocational or industrial arts shops or laboratories, and 
chemistry, physics or combined chemistry-physics laboratories, at any 
time at which the individual is engaged in, or observing, an activity 
or the use of hazardous substances likely to cause injury to eyes. 
 
Hazardous substances likely to cause physical injury to the eyes 
include materials which are flammable, toxic, corrosive to living 
tissue, irritating, strongly sensitizing, radioactive, or which 
generate pressure through heat, decomposition or other means as defined 
in the California Hazardous Substances Labeling Act. 
 
Activity of the use of hazardous substances likely to cause injury to 
the eyes includes, but is not necessarily limited to, the following: 
 
1. Working with hot molten metal. 
2. Milling, sawing, turning, shaping, cutting, grinding and stamping 

of any solid materials. 
3. Heat-treating, tempering, or kiln firing of any metal or other 

materials. 



4. Gas or electric arc welding. 
5. Repairing or servicing of any vehicles, or other machinery or 

equipment. 
6. Working with hot liquids or solids or with chemicals which are 

flammable, toxic, corrosive to living tissues, irritating, 
strongly sensitizing, radioactive, or which generate pressure 
through heat, decomposition, or other means. 

 
(Stats. 1976, c. 1010 (2), operative April 30, 1977) 
 
 
32255-32255.6   Harmful use of animals 
 
32255.  As used in this chapter: 
   (a) "Animal" means any living organism of the kingdom animalia, 
beings that typically differ from plants in capacity for spontaneous 
movement and rapid motor response to stimulation by a usually greater 
mobility with some degree of voluntary locomotor ability and by 
greater irritability commonly mediated through a more or less 
centralized nervous system, beings that are characterized by a 
requirement for complex organic nutrients including proteins or their 
constituents that are usually digested in an internal cavity before 
assimilation into the body proper, and beings that are distinguished 
from typical plants by lack of chlorophyll, by an inability to 
perform photosynthesis, by cells that lack cellulose walls, and by 
the frequent presence of discrete complex sense organs. 
   (b) "Alternative education project" includes, but is not limited 
to, the use of video recordings, models, films, books, and computers, 
which would provide an alternate avenue for obtaining the knowledge, 
information, or experience required by the course of study in 
question. "Alternative education project" also includes "alternative 
test." 
   (c) "Pupil" means a person under 18 years of age who is 
matriculated in a course of instruction in an educational institution 
within the scope of Section 32255.5. For the purpose of asserting 
the pupil's rights and receiving any notice or response pursuant to 
this chapter, "pupil" also includes the parents of the matriculated 
minor. 
 
 
32255.1.  (a) Except as otherwise provided in Section 32255.6, any 
pupil with a moral objection to dissecting or otherwise harming or 
destroying animals, or any parts thereof, shall notify his or her 
teacher regarding this objection, upon notification by the school of 
his or her rights pursuant to Section 32255.4. 
   (b) If the pupil chooses to refrain from participation in an 
education project involving the harmful or destructive use of 



animals, and if the teacher believes that an adequate alternative 
education project is possible, the teacher may work with the pupil to 
develop and agree upon an alternate education project for the 
purpose of providing the pupil an alternate avenue for obtaining the 
knowledge, information, or experience required by the course of study 
in question. 
   (c) The alternative education project shall require a comparable 
time and effort investment by the pupil. It shall not, as a means of 
penalizing the pupil, be more arduous than the original education 
project. 
   (d) The pupil shall not be discriminated against based upon his or 
her decision to exercise his or her rights pursuant to this chapter. 
   (e) Pupils choosing an alternative educational project shall pass 
all examinations of the respective course of study in order to 
receive credit for that course of study. However, if tests require 
the harmful or destructive use of animals, a pupil may, similarly, 
seek alternative tests pursuant to this chapter. 
   (f) A pupil's objection to participating in an educational project 
pursuant to this section shall be substantiated by a note from his 
or her parent or guardian. 
 
 
 
32255.3.  (a) A teacher's decision in determining if a pupil may 
pursue an alternative educational project or be excused from the 
project shall not be arbitrary or capricious. 
   (b) Nothing in this chapter shall prevent any pupil from pursuing 
the grievance procedures in existing law. 
 
 
 
32255.4.  Each teacher teaching a course that utilizes live or dead 
animals or animal parts shall also inform the pupils of their rights 
pursuant to this chapter. 
 
 
 
32255.5.  Notwithstanding any provision of law to the contrary, this 
chapter applies to all levels of instruction in all public schools 
operating programs from kindergarten through grades 1 to 12, 
inclusive. 
 
 
32255.6.  Classes and activities, conducted as part of a program in 
agricultural education that provide instruction on the care, 
management, and evaluation of domestic animals are exempt from the 
provisions of this chapter. 



 
35160.5  Adoption of Rules and Regulations Pertaining to Student 
         Participation in Extra Curricular Activities – 2.0 GPA 
         Requirement 
 
The governing board of each school district that maintains one or more 
schools containing any of grades 7 to 12, inclusive, shall, as a 
condition for the receipt of an inflation adjustment pursuant to 
Section 42238.1, establish a school district policy regarding 
participation in extracurricular and co-curricular activities by pupils 
in grades 7 to 12, inclusive.  The criteria, which shall be applied to 
extracurricular and co-curricular activities, shall ensure that pupil 
participation is conditioned upon satisfactory educational progress in 
the previous grading period.  Pupils who are eligible for differential 
standards of proficiency pursuant to subdivision (d) of Section 51215 
are covered by this section consistent with that subdivision.  No 
person shall classify a pupil as eligible for differential standards of 
proficiency pursuant to subdivision (d) of Section 51215 for the 
purpose of circumventing the intent of this subdivision. 
 
(1) For purposes of this subdivision, “extracurricular activity” means 

a program that has all of the following characteristics: 
(A) The program is supervised or financed by the school district. 
(B) Pupils participating in the program represent the school district. 
(C) Pupils exercise some degree of freedom in either the selection, 

planning, or control of the program. 
(D) The program includes both preparation for performance and 

performance before an audience or spectators. 
(2) For purposes of this subdivision, a “extracurricular activity” is 

not part of the regular school curriculum, is not graded, does not 
offer credit, and does not take place during classroom time. 

(3) For purposes of this subdivision, a “co-curricular activity” is 
defined as a program that may be associated with the curriculum in a 
regular classroom. 

(4) Any teacher graded or required program or activity for a course 
that satisfies the entrance requirements for admission to the 
California State University or the University of California, is not 
an extracurricular or co-curricular activity as defined by this 
section. 

(5) For purposes of this subdivision, “satisfactory educational 
progress” shall include, but not be limited to, the following: 
(A) Maintenance of minimum passing grades, which is defined as at 

least 2.0 grade point average in all enrolled courses on a 4.0 
scale. 

(B) Maintenance of minimum progress toward meeting the high school 
graduation requirements prescribed by the governing board. 



(6) For purposes of this subdivision, “previous grading period” does 
not include any grading period in which the pupil was not in 
attendance for all, or a majority of, the grading period due to 
absences excused by the school for reasons such as serious illness or 
injury, approved travel, or work.  In that event, “previous grading 
period” is deemed to mean the grading period immediately prior to the 
grading period or periods excluded pursuant to this paragraph. 

(7) A program that has, as its primary goal, the improvement of 
academic or educational achievements of pupils is not an 
extracurricular or co-curricular activity as defined by this section. 

(8) The governing board of each school district may adopt, as part of 
its policy established pursuant to this subdivision, provisions that 
would allow a pupil who does not achieve satisfactory educational 
progress, as defined in paragraph (4), in the previous grading period 
to remain eligible to participate in extracurricular and co-
curricular activities during a probationary period.  The probationary 
period shall not exceed one semester in length, but may be for a 
shorter period of time, as determined by the governing board of the 
school district.  A pupil who does not achieve satisfactory 
educational progress, as defined in paragraph (4), during the 
probationary period shall not be allowed to participate in 
extracurricular and co-curricular activities in the subsequent 
grading period. 

(9) Nothing in this subdivision shall preclude the governing board of 
a school district from imposing a more stringent academic standard 
than that imposed by this subdivision.  If the governing board of a 
school district imposes a more stringent academic standard, the 
governing board shall establish the criteria for participation in 
extracurricular and co-curricular activities at a meeting open to the 
public pursuant to Section 35145. 

 
(Added by Stats. 1983, c. 498, (18), effective July 28, 1983) 
 
 
 
 
35330(d)  School Funds Can’t be Used for Out-of-State Travel for 
          Students 
 
The governing board of any school district or the county superintendent 
of schools of any county may: 
 
(d)  Provide supervision of pupils involved in field trips or 
excursions by certified employees of the district. 
 
No pupil shall be prevented from making the field trip or excursion 
because of lack of sufficient funds.  To this end, the governing board 



shall coordinate efforts of community service groups to supply funds 
for pupils in need of them. 
 
No group shall be authorized to take a field trip or excursion 
authorized by this section if any pupil who is a member of such an 
identifiable group will be excluded from participation in the field 
trip or excursion because of lack of sufficient funds. 
 
No expenses of pupils participating in a field trip or excursion to any 
other state, the District of Columbia, or a foreign country authorized 
by this section shall be paid with school district funds.  Expenses of 
instructors, chaperones, and other personnel participating in a field 
trip or excursion authorized by this section may be paid from school 
district funds, and the school district may pay from the school 
district funds all incidental expenses for the use of school district 
equipment during a field trip or excursion authorized by this section. 
 
(Stats. 1976, c. 1010 (2) operative April 30, 1977) 
 
 
 
 
51225.3(b)  High School Graduation Requirements – Alternative Means 
 
(b)  The governing board, with the active involvement of parents, 
administrators, teachers, and pupils, shall adopt alternative means for 
pupils to complete the prescribed course of study which may include 
practical demonstration of skills and competencies, supervised work 
experience or other outside school experience, vocational education 
classes offered in high schools, courses offered by regional 
occupational centers or programs, interdisciplinary study, independent 
study, and credit earned at a postsecondary institution.  Requirements 
for graduation and specified alternative modes for completing the 
prescribed course of study shall be made available to pupils, parents, 
and the public. 
 
(Added by Stats. 1985, c. 1158 (2), operative July 1, 1988) 
 
 
51540   Treatment of Animals 
 
In the public elementary and high schools or in public elementary and 
high school school-sponsored activities and classes held elsewhere then 
on school premises, live vertebrate animals shall not, as part of a 
scientific experiment or any purpose whatever: 
 
(a) Be experimentally medicated or drugged in a manner to cause 



painful reactions or induce painful or lethal pathological conditions. 
(b) Be injured through any other treatments, including, but not 
limited to, anesthetization or electric shock. 
 
Live animals on the premises of a public elementary or high school 
shall be housed and cared for in a humane and safe manner. 
 
The provisions of this section are not intended to prohibit or 
constrain vocational instruction in the normal practices of animal 
husbandry. 
 
(Stats. 1976, c. 1010, (2), operative April 30, 1977) 
 
 
 
52373   Transportation of Classes in Agriculture – No Fees May be 
        Charged 
 
(a) The governing board of any high school district maintaining an 

agriculture course may transport pupils, instructors, or supervisors 
of classes to and from any classes or places where the work of the 
classes is being done, whether within or without the district, in the 
same manner and subject to the same limitations as in transporting 
pupils to and from school. 

(b) No pupil shall be required to pay any fee or charge for 
transportation associated with activities of vocational student 
organizations, which are a part of a vocational class or course of 
instruction offered for credit, when those activities are integral to 
assisting the pupil to achieve the career objectives of the class or 
course. 

 
(Stats. 1976, c. 1010, (2), operative April 30, 1977.  Amended by 
Stats. 1982 c. 772, p. 3024 (1)) 
 
 
52375 Fees or Charges:  Activities Which are Part of a Vocational 
          Class 
 
No pupil shall be required to pay any fee or charge for enrollment or 
participation in activities of vocational student organizations, which 
are a part of a vocational class or course of instruction offered for 
credit, when those activities are integral to assisting the pupil to 
achieve the career objectives of the class or course.  This section 
shall apply to activities which occur during or outside of the regular 
school day. 
 



This section does not constitute a change in, but is declaratory of, 
existing law.  Furthermore, this section shall not be construed to 
authorize a fee or charge for any pupil to enroll or participate in any 
activity other than vocational student organizations. 
 
(Added by Stats. 1982, c. 772, p. 3024 (2)) 
 
 
 
 
52450 Vocational Agricultural Education – Legislative Intent 
 
The Legislature of the State of California recognizes that agriculture 
is the most basic and singularly important industry in the state, that 
agriculture is of central importance to the welfare and economic 
stability of the state, and that the maintenance of this vital industry 
requires a continued source of trained and qualified individuals for 
employment in agriculture and agribusiness.  The Legislature hereby 
declares that it is within the best interests of the people of the 
State of California that a comprehensive vocational education program 
in agriculture be created and maintained by the state’s school system 
in order to ensure an adequate supply of trained and skilled 
individuals and to ensure appropriate representation of racial and 
ethnic groups in all phases of the industry.  For this purpose, the 
Legislature affirms that a state program for agricultural vocational 
education shall be established.  It is the intent of the Legislature 
that a state program for agricultural education shall be a part of the 
curriculum of the state school system and made readily available to all 
school districts who may, at their option, include programs in 
vocational education in agriculture as a part of the curriculum of that 
district. 
 
(Added by Stats. 1981, c. 571, p. 2240 (1)). 
 
 
 
 
52452 Agricultural Vocational Education Unit – Employees & 
          Consultants 
 
(a) There is hereby created within the State Department of Education 

an agricultural vocational education unit to assist school districts 
in the establishment and maintenance of educational programs 
established pursuant to the provisions of this article. 

(b) The staffing of the unit shall at all times be comprised of an 
appropriate number of full-time employees; provided, that any 
decrease in federal support of this staffing unit shall be applied in 



direct proportion to all other staffs so funded, including the State 
Supervisor of Agricultural Vocational Education who shall, under the 
direction of the Superintendent of Public Instruction, assume 
responsibility for the administration of the state program adopted 
under this article throughout the public school system as well as the 
articulation of the state program to the requirements and mandates of 
federally assisted vocational education. 

(c) An appropriate number of employees shall serve as program 
consultants in agricultural vocational education and shall be 
available to provide assistance to local school districts.  To the 
extent that it is possible, the program consultants shall be 
geographically located in those areas most readily accessible to the 
school districts they assist.  At least one consultant shall be 
responsible for the coordination of the state program.  At least one 
consultant shall be responsible for the coordination of the 
activities of student agricultural organizations and associations. 

(d) The State Department of Education shall accomplish the staffing of 
the agricultural vocational education unit in compliance with this 
article by reassigning priorities in staff assignments within the 
department in a manner such that there will be no new costs to the 
state as a consequence. 

 
(Added by Stats. 1981, c. 571, p. 2241 (1). 
 
 
 
52453 State Agricultural Advisory Committee – Membership, Purpose & 
          Compensation 
 
(a) The State Director of Vocational Education shall establish and 

convene an Agricultural Advisory Committee representative of the 
various and diverse areas of the agricultural industry in California. 

(b) The committee shall be composed of the following: 
(1) A representative from a university conducting teacher 

training in vocational agriculture. 
(2) A representative from a community college conducting 

vocational education in agriculture. 
(3) A representative from a high school conducting a program of 

vocational education in agriculture. 
(4) A representative from a school conducting general education 

in agriculture. 
(5) A parent of a student enrolled in vocational agriculture. 
(6) Nine other individuals representing diverse agricultural 

interests from various geographic locations in the state. 
The State Supervisor of Agricultural Education shall serve as the 
committee consultant. 
 



(c) It shall be the purpose of this committee to advise, in an ongoing 
manner, the State Supervisor of Agricultural Education, the 
Superintendent of Public Instruction, and the State Board of 
Education on policy matters pertaining to the state program of 
agricultural vocational education.  The advice of the committee shall 
include, but not be limited to, the development of a curriculum and a 
strategy for the purpose of establishing a source of trained and 
qualified individuals in agriculture, a strategy for articulating the 
state program in agricultural vocational education throughout the 
state school system, and a consumer education outreach strategy 
regarding the importance of agriculture in California. 

(d) The committee shall serve without compensation, including travel 
and per diem and shall operate in accordance with the established 
policies of the State Department of Education. 

 
(Added by Stats. 1981, c. 571, p. 2243 (1).  Amended by Stats. 1983, c. 
999 (1).) 
 
 
52454 Agriculture Education Curricular Components of Participating 
School Districts 
 
(a) The curriculum of school districts that choose to participate in 

the state program of agricultural vocational education shall include 
all of the following components: 

 
(1) Organized classes in the study of agricultural science and 

technology. 
(2) A student-supervised occupational experience program in 

agriculture. 
(3) A program of leadership, organization, and personal 

development. 
 
(b) Student learning activity developed to supplement these components 

shall be considered curricular and shall contribute to the grade of 
the participating student when those activities are integral to 
assisting the student to achieve the career objective of the class or 
course. 

 
It is the intent of the Legislature that opportunities are provided for 
teachers to be employed on a 12-month basis in order to maintain 
supervised occupational experience on a year-round basis for students 
enrolled in agricultural vocational programs. 
 
(Added by Stats. 1988, c. 317 (1).) 
 
 



52460 Application for Agriculture Incentive Grant 
 
The governing board of a school district which operates an agricultural 
vocational education program may apply to the Superintendent of Public 
Instruction for an incentive grant, pursuant to this article, for the 
purpose of purchasing or leasing agricultural vocational education 
equipment. 
 
(Added by Stats. 1983, c. 498, 103, effective July 28, 1983) 
 
 
52461 Agriculture Incentive Grant Award Requirements 
 
The Superintendent of Public Instruction shall award grants to 
applicant school districts which meet the following requirements: 
(a) The school district shall contribute an amount of funds equal to 

the amount of the grant to the purchase or lease of equipment for use 
in agricultural vocational education programs. 

(b) The school district shall certify to the Superintendent of Public 
Instruction that the grant funds received and the matching funds 
contributed by the district shall be used solely for the purpose of 
purchasing or leasing equipment for use in agricultural vocational 
education programs. 

 
(Added by Stats. 1983, c. 498, (103), effective July 28, 1983) 
 
 
52461.5  Agricultural Incentive Grant Equipment and Wavier of Matching 
Fund Requirements 
 
(a) For purposes of this article, “agricultural vocational education 

equipment” shall mean any non-salary item of expenditure, including, 
but not limited to, capital outlay, for approved agricultural 
vocational education programs. 

(b) Notwithstanding any other provision of law, any requirement of 
this article or any other provision chaptered during the 1983-84 
fiscal year that school districts contribute local matching funds to 
be eligible for state funds for non-salary costs of vocational 
agriculture programs may be waived by the Superintendent of Public 
Instruction if he or she finds that such a matching requirement would 
create a financial hardship for any school district. 

 
(Added by Stats. 1983, c. 498 (103), effective July 28, 1983) 
 
 
52462 Distribution of Funds – Rules and Regulations 
 



The State Board of Education may with the advice of the Superintendent 
of Public Instruction, adopt rules and regulations governing the 
distribution of funds provided for purposes of this article and shall 
adopt criteria for assessing whether school districts have met the 
requirements of Section 52461. 
 
(Added by Stats. 1983, c. 498 (103), effective July 28, 1983.  Amended 
by Stats. 1988, c. 1461 (24).) 
 
 
12804.9 Drivers’ License 
 
12804.9.  (a) (1) The examination shall include all of the 
following: 
   (A) A test of the applicant's knowledge and understanding of the 
provisions of this code governing the operation of vehicles upon the 
highways. 
   (B) A test of the applicant's ability to read and understand 
simple English used in highway traffic and directional signs. 
   (C) A test of the applicant's understanding of traffic signs and 
signals, including the bikeway signs, markers, and traffic control 
devices established by the Department of Transportation. 
   (D) An actual demonstration of the applicant's ability to exercise 
ordinary and reasonable control in operating a motor vehicle by 
driving it under the supervision of an examining officer. The 
applicant shall submit to an examination appropriate to the type of 
motor vehicle or combination of vehicles he or she desires a license 
to drive, except that the department may waive the driving test part 
of the examination for any applicant who submits a license issued by 
another state, territory, or possession of the United States, the 
District of Columbia, or the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico if the 
department verifies through any acknowledged national driver record 
data source that there are no stops, holds, or other impediments to 
its issuance. The examining officer may request to see evidence of 
financial responsibility for the vehicle prior to supervising the 
demonstration of the applicant's ability to operate the vehicle. The 
examining officer may refuse to examine an applicant who is unable to 
provide proof of financial responsibility for the vehicle, unless 
proof of financial responsibility is not required by this code. 
   (E) A test of the hearing and eyesight of the applicant, and of 
other matters that may be necessary to determine the applicant's 
mental and physical fitness to operate a motor vehicle upon the 
highways, and whether any grounds exist for refusal of a license 
under this code. 
   (2) The examination for a class A or class B driver's license 
under subdivision (b) shall also include a report of a medical 
examination of the applicant given not more than two years prior to 



the date of the application by a health care professional. As used in 
this paragraph, "health care professional" means a person who is 
licensed, certified, or registered in accordance with applicable 
state laws and regulations to practice medicine and perform physical 
examinations in the United States. Health care professionals are 
doctors of medicine, doctors of osteopathy, physician assistants, and 
registered advanced practice nurses, or doctors of chiropractic who 
are clinically competent to perform the medical examination presently 
required of motor carrier drivers by the federal Department of 
Transportation. The report shall be on a form approved by the 
department, the federal Department of Transportation, or the Federal 
Aviation Administration. In establishing the requirements, 
consideration may be given to the standards presently required of 
motor carrier drivers by the Federal Highway Administration. 
   (3) A physical defect of the applicant that, in the opinion of the 
department, is compensated for to ensure safe driving ability, shall 
not prevent the issuance of a license to the applicant. 
   (b) In accordance with the following classifications, an applicant 
for a driver's license shall be required to submit to an examination 
appropriate to the type of motor vehicle or combination of vehicles 
the applicant desires a license to drive: 
   (1) Class A includes the following: 
   (A) A combination of vehicles, if a vehicle being towed has a 
gross vehicle weight rating of more than 10,000 pounds. 
   (B) A vehicle towing more than one vehicle. 
   (C) A trailer bus. 
   (D) The operation of all vehicles under class B and class C. 
   (2) Class B includes the following: 
   (A) A single vehicle with a gross vehicle weight rating of more 
than 26,000 pounds. 
   (B) A single vehicle with three or more axles, except any 
three-axle vehicle weighing less than 6,000 pounds. 
   (C) A bus except a trailer bus. 
   (D) A farm labor vehicle. 
   (E) A single vehicle with three or more axles or a gross vehicle 
weight rating of more than 26,000 pounds towing another vehicle with 
a gross vehicle weight rating of 10,000 pounds or less. 
   (F) A house car over 40 feet in length, excluding safety devices 
and safety bumpers. 
   (G) The operation of all vehicles covered under class C. 
   (3) Class C includes the following: 
   (A) A two-axle vehicle with a gross vehicle weight rating of 
26,000 pounds or less, including when the vehicle is towing a trailer 
or semitrailer with a gross vehicle weight rating of 10,000 pounds 
or less. 
   (B) Notwithstanding subparagraph (A), a two-axle vehicle weighing 
4,000 pounds or more unladen when towing a trailer coach not 



exceeding 9,000 pounds gross. 
   (C) A house car of 40 feet in length or less. 
   (D) A three-axle vehicle weighing 6,000 pounds gross or less. 
   (E) A house car of 40 feet in length or less or vehicle towing 
another vehicle with a gross vehicle weight rating of 10,000 pounds 
or less, including when a tow dolly is used. A person driving a 
vehicle may not tow another vehicle in violation of Section 21715. 
   (F) (i) A two-axle vehicle weighing 4,000 pounds or more unladen 
when towing either a trailer coach or a fifth-wheel travel trailer 
not exceeding 10,000 pounds gross vehicle weight rating, when the 
towing of the trailer is not for compensation. 
   (ii) A two-axle vehicle weighing 4,000 pounds or more unladen when 
towing a fifth-wheel travel trailer exceeding 10,000 pounds, but not 
exceeding 15,000 pounds, gross vehicle weight rating, when the 
towing of the trailer is not for compensation, and if the person has 
passed a specialized written examination provided by the department 
relating to the knowledge of this code and other safety aspects 
governing the towing of recreational vehicles upon the highway. 
   The authority to operate combinations of vehicles under this 
subparagraph may be granted by endorsement on a class C license upon 
completion of that written examination. 
   (G) A vehicle or combination of vehicles with a gross combination 
weight rating or a gross vehicle weight rating, as those terms are 
defined in subdivisions (j) and (k), respectively, of Section 15210, 
of 26,000 pounds or less, if all of the following conditions are met: 
   (i) Is operated by a farmer, an employee of a farmer, or an 
instructor credentialed in agriculture as part of an instructional 
program in agriculture at the high school, community college, or 
university level. 
   (ii) Is used exclusively in the conduct of agricultural 
operations. 
   (iii) Is not used in the capacity of a for-hire carrier or for 
compensation. 
   (H) A motorized scooter. 
   (I)  Class C does not include a two-wheel motorcycle or a 
two-wheel motor-driven cycle. 
   (4) Class M1. A two-wheel motorcycle or a motor-driven cycle. 
Authority to operate a vehicle included in a class M1 license may be 
granted by endorsement on a class A, B, or C license upon completion 
of an appropriate examination. 
   (5) (A) Class M2 includes the following: 
   (i) A motorized bicycle or moped, or a bicycle with an attached 
motor, except a motorized bicycle described in subdivision (b) of 
Section 406. 
   (ii) A motorized scooter. 
   (B) Authority to operate vehicles included in class M2 may be 
granted by endorsement on a class A, B, or C license upon completion 



of an appropriate examination, except that no endorsement is required 
for a motorized scooter. Persons holding a class M1 license or 
endorsement may operate vehicles included in class M2 without further 
examination. 
   (c) A driver's license or driver certificate is not valid for 
operating a commercial motor vehicle, as defined in subdivision (b) 
of Section 15210, any other motor vehicle defined in paragraph (1) or 
(2) of subdivision (b), or any other vehicle requiring a driver to 
hold any driver certificate or any driver's license endorsement under 
Section 15275, unless a medical certificate approved by the 
department, the federal Department of Transportation, or the Federal 
Aviation Administration, that has been issued within two years of the 
date of the operation of that vehicle, is within the licensee's 
immediate possession, and a copy of the medical examination report 
from which the certificate was issued is on file with the department. 
Otherwise, the license is valid only for operating class C vehicles 
that are not commercial vehicles, as defined in subdivision (b) of 
Section 15210, and for operating class M1 or M2 vehicles, if so 
endorsed, that are not commercial vehicles, as defined in subdivision 
(b) of Section 15210. 
   (d) A license or driver certificate issued prior to the enactment 
of Chapter 7 (commencing with Section 15200) is valid to operate the 
class or type of vehicles specified under the law in existence prior 
to that enactment until the license or certificate expires or is 
otherwise suspended, revoked, or canceled. 
   (e) The department may accept a certificate of driving skill that 
is issued by an employer, authorized by the department to issue a 
certificate under Section 15250, of the applicant, in lieu of a 
driving test, on class A or B applications, if the applicant has 
first qualified for a class C license and has met the other 
examination requirements for the license for which he or she is 
applying. The certificate may be submitted as evidence of the 
applicant's skill in the operation of the types of equipment covered 
by the license for which he or she is applying. 
   (f) The department may accept a certificate of competence in lieu 
of a driving test on class M1 or M2 applications, when the 
certificate is issued by a law enforcement agency for its officers 
who operate class M1 or M2 vehicles in their duties, if the applicant 
has met the other examination requirements for the license for which 
he or she is applying. 
   (g) The department may accept a certificate of satisfactory 
completion of a novice motorcyclist training program approved by the 
commissioner pursuant to Section 2932 in lieu of a driving test on 
class M1 or M2 applications, if the applicant has met the other 
examination requirements for the license for which he or she is 
applying. The department shall review and approve the written and 
driving test used by a program to determine whether the program may 



issue a certificate of completion. 
   (h) Notwithstanding subdivision (b), a person holding a valid 
California driver's license of any class may operate a short-term 
rental motorized bicycle without taking any special examination for 
the operation of a motorized bicycle, and without having a class M2 
endorsement on that license. As used in this subdivision, "short-term" 
means 48 hours or less. 
   (i) A person under the age of 21 years may not be issued a class 
M1 or M2 license or endorsement unless he or she provides evidence 
satisfactory to the department of completion of a motorcycle safety 
training program that is operated pursuant to Article 2 (commencing 
with Section 2930) of Chapter 5 of Division 2. 
   (j) A driver of a vanpool vehicle may operate with a class C 
license but shall possess evidence of a medical examination required 
for a class B license when operating vanpool vehicles. In order to be 
eligible to drive the vanpool vehicle, the driver shall keep in the 
vanpool vehicle a statement, signed under penalty of perjury, that he 
or she has not been convicted of reckless driving, drunk driving, or 
a hit-and-run offense in the last five years. 
   (k) A class M license issued between January 1, 1989, and December 
31, 1992, shall permit the holder to operate any motorcycle, 
motor-driven cycle, or motorized bicycle until the expiration of the 
license. 
 
 
 


