STATE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION
MINUTES OF MEETING
STATE ADVISCRY COMMITTEE ON AGRICULTIURAL EDUCATION

October 9, 1968
Eureka City Schools Administrative Office
Bureka, California

ROLL CALL

Present Absent
Advisory Commitiee Membsrs Advisory Commities Members
William I, Du Bois Norman Boager
Milton L. Kidd Glen Eidman

Fred Frick
flehord Johnsen
Halph Nissen
RBobart Smith
Willie Stribling

Burcan Stalf Members

E. D, Graf

E. M, Jusrgenson
R. H. Paderasen
Do E. W:’Llﬁon

Guests

Jack Singer
Haven Howabtlt
Roland Wenbtzsl
Donald McCann
Jolm lard

The meeting was called to order by Mr, Wilson in the absence of the
Chairman, Mr, Kidd was asked to serve as temporary chairman for this meet-
ing,

Welcome Remarks - Me, Singer

Me, Kidd recognized Mr, Singer, who in his welcoming remarks, ccmmented
on the site of the present administration building and surrounding forest.
The thirty acres were originally purchased as a future high school site. The
adrministration building is all that has besn constructed., The remaining
acreage is all in forest and is used as a laboratory for the wcational forestry
classes at Eureka High School.

Mr, Singer expressed hie appreciation to the Advisory Committee for select-
ing Bureka as the place for their meeting and offered any aid the district
might prOVidec

March, 1968 Minutes

Due to the lack of a quorum, the March, 1968 minutes wers sceepted’as
mailed to the commitiee members,



Eurska Vo»Ag Program

Mr, McCann reported that appreximately 2,000 students are enrolled
in Ewreka Senior High Scheool. The Agriculture Department has 28 studenis
enrolied in General Agriculture and 72 in Vocational Agriculture. The
sgricultwre program is available to students in grades 10<12. Thers ars
two full=time instructors,

Due to the urban make-up of the students (90% coma from town), the
agriculture program stresses an ag-related approach, using the production
agriculture program as a vehicle. An example he cited was that if a studend
is Interested in a career in farm machinery, the departimsnt brings in
machinery for the student to work on. Alsc the students are on work exe-
parience programs,

Reeruitment of students is done by FFA members, end exhibits are taken
to the junior high schools. Frospective students fill in a card, The card
is then used as a follow-up by the instructors, Future plans are to have an
introductory agriculture program in each of the Junior high schools.

Mr. McCann reported there is an increase in inberest in erops in the
area, and in the fubure increased emphasis will be given to this area for
gtudent placement.

Cal Egg

FFA participation in the 1968 Cal Expo was reported ocn by Mr, Wilson
and Mr, Craf, There were fewer FFA exhibitors, with about the same number
of animals, as at prior State Fairs, Ornamental Hordicvliure exhibits were
enterad for the first time with a lot of inbtevest in this area, However,
due to lack of atiendance, not enough people were exposed ito the educational
opportunities offered by the exhibits, It is reported that Cal Expo operabed
at about a one million dollar deficit, The manager, Eugens R. Lemmon,
regigned, and Tom Bair is now acting as manager. The non-profit corporaiion
is being dissolved; thus the State wlll operate Cal Eipo in ths future. The
future operating dates of Cal Expo appear to be in question, Cal Expo is
asking the legislature for $1.2 million for next year, Due to the contine
gencies at the presgent time, the Bureau of Agricultural Education does nob
have a go0lid base to plan for and operate cn for 1969,

Arthur D, Little Study

Mr, Wilson reviewed the present status of the Arthur D. Little study.
Arthur D, Little Company was awarded a 300,000 comtract for the study of
vocational education in California, The first yaear's progress report (Phase
I) was due on August 1, They have not submiitbed their report as of this date.
It is not known whether they will embter into Phase II of the study uwntil the
Phase I report is made. A preliminary report is favorable toc agricultural
educationg however, it is a report that does not movide any guidelines.




e
Raorgani zation

Mr, Wilson reported on the reorganization within the Departmsnt of
Education. Soms of the Covernor's Tagk Force vecommerdaticns have beon
instituled, as have some recommendations from ADL, Ine., The sverall re-
orgenization of the deparitment is still in progress.

Program Trends

Enrollment and program trends in vocational agriculiurs wers reporied
on by Mr, Wilson. The amroliment in vo-ag in the State thie year is approxi-
mately 23,000, Follow-up studies show less than 2% ol the vo-ag graduates
as unemployed. High school and junior colliege surollmexts are up, with the
largest percentage inoreass coming from the wrban areas, There is an iu-
creased enrollmsnt of girls and FFA members.

The teacher shoriage is eritical. The 42 teachers who completed
teacher training this past year were placed, In addition, 15 inbern
teachers have bsen hired to keep departments open and help with expanding
programs. The present credentialing sysbem Limits out-ofestate recrultment,

Authorization for a special designated subjects aredsuntial for agrie
culture is being requested from the Stale Board of Eduecation.

Draft Boards are exempting agriculiure teachers on a year-to-year
basis. '

We are under a greater challenge to hire minority-race teachers; how-
ever, it is hard to find qualified individuals., A gpecial recruiiment and
undergraduate traiming program may bave tc be instituted to meet this chale-
lenge,

Milton Kidd urged that we keep our horizons for vo-ag students open
and wids, and that we continue looking for new programs and opportunities
for training and placement in agriculture.

FFA Developmsnts

FFA Foundation: Jerry Davis is working on ths establishment of &
Future Farmer Foundation for California, With ths aid of various committees,
he is currently working on the Articles of Incorporation, It is hoped that
by the March mesting a firm proposal can be presented Yo the Advisory Com-
mittes,

State Leadership Conference: A State Leadership Conference for State
and Regional FFA Officers was held this year dwring Cal Expo. The conference
terminated with a luncheon for the leglslators.

National Level ¥FA Activities: There are approximately 480,000 FFA
memberd, AU the 1968 National. FFA Gonvention, to be held in Kansas City in
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October, the following items will be on the agenda:
1, Admittance of girls to nationel IFA mombership.

2, A proposal for reapportionment of delegates, This ls based
on State FFA membership,

Two FFA members from California attended e National FFA Leadership
Conference in Washington, D. C., July 1h-20, 1968,

The U, 5, Office of Education is de-amphasizing the subject matter
specialists’® role.

My, Kidd commended the efforts of Assemblyman Frank Belotti for his
2id and agsistance to Future Farmers on a statewide bagis,

Currend Iﬁgialation

Cuwrrent legislation was reporied on by Mr, Graf, He stated many bills
had been passed; howsver, he limited hils presentation to cne national bill
that will have broad implications for vocational sducation, He referred
specifically to the Vocational Education Act Amenduents for 1968, This
passed beth the Senate and House of Representatives and iz awaiting the
Pragident's signature,

Nationally, at the present time, vocational educatipcn recelwves §225
willion, The bill authorizes $355 million for 19569; 5565 wiklion for
19705 $665 million for 1971, Following 1972, it will drep to 3565 wmilldion
for each succesding year, In addition, there are ssctionms auwthoriszing
additional money each fiscal year,

The bill provides for a 2l-member natiomal council to act in an
advisery capaocity and also mandates state commitiees:; The make.up of the
committeea 1s specified in the Act., Emphasis will be placed on education
for disadvantaged persons., A% least 25% of the money must go to educesion
progrias Dor socio-sconomic, academically handicapped perscons. Money can
be used for vocational education counseling and guidance at all levels,

Advisory Commititee Comments

Mr. Du Boig: PFeed lots are coming back in California. Those who left
for other states are returning. .

Mr, Du Bois questiocned some types of MDTA trainming programs, partiecularly
those relating to the training of cowboys., He follb thiz typs of training shouvld
be accomplished by the employers at their own expense.

Milion Kidd: The Milk Pool in the dairy industry could e an advantage
to those who do not have good comtracts and could be a disadvantage to those
now having good contracts, Few new dairies ars being established, Those
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already established are being taken over by other members of the family.
The California dairy farmsr is probably a 1littls better off this year than
in the previcuws year.

The most significant things have been accomplished or arve being ac-
complished in the California Water Plan, Ten couniies, through thelr Boards
of Supervisors, have banded together to work on water dewvelopment in the
Eel River watershed,

Next lMes

The next mesting of the Advisory Committes will be held in Sacramento
on March 19, 1969.

Adg'oumment

The group adjowrned at 12:10 P.M, for a tour of and lunch at the
Ingamar Club,

Respedtfully sulmitied
/e/ Robert H, Pedersen
Robexrt H, Pedersen




