State Deparimept of Education
) Minutes of Meetlag
Stete Advisory Committee or Agricultural Education

March 19, 1965
¥Merced High Schoel -~ North Campus

Roll Call
FPRESENT
Advisory Committee Members Bureau Staff and Cuests
lNormen Boceger Byron J. McMahon
Glen BEidmen E. D. Graf
Allan Grant G. A. Hutehings
Milton Kidad 8. S. Sutherland
Hermen Sperber G. P. Couper
Theodore Todd Jomes Becketl
Clair Hopkins
Frederick Pfitzer
Ed Gardeaner
ABSENT

Verne Hoffman, Jr.
Fred Friek
Willis Stribling

The meeting wss called to order by Chairman Theodore Todd. Crectings were exteund-
ed by Superintendent of Schools Clair Hopiins. My, Frederick Pfitzer, Principal
of Merced High School, was intrcduced. The mimates of the fall meeting of the eom-
mities were read by CGeorge Couper for Sscretary Verne Hoffman.

REQRGANTZATION CF THE A summery cf the status of the reorganization of the voce-

VOCATLONAL KOUCATION tional section of the State Department of Educstion wes
SECTICN OF TiE STATE given by Byroa Mclohon., Ie explained thet Dr. Mex Refferty
DEPARTHENT Or HDUCA- had included in his election platform a promice 1o re-

TION a organize the State Depariment of Educetion, although no

specific lines were indieated. ¥r. MeMahon stated that
the Tirst tentative reorganization plan for the vocationel
education section wns not accepted by Dr. Rafferty im ius
entirety, end it had been chasged somevhat. The presant
proposal was drafted atv = meeting of the total vocaticnal
education staff at meetings held in Sacramento on Februsry
8, 9, end 10, 1965, and it is nov being reviewed in the
field,

Mr. Pidmon and Mr. Grent esked whether the current proposal
would insure a direct line of suthority petwes® the regicial
supervisors and the bureau chief. They were assured that
this would be done on such things as the Future Farmer pro
gram. It was indicated thait there might be other chonges
before a fipal plan is adopted and that it mighi be severel
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months before it can be put iwte operation. Along with the
reorganization chart, there will be o menual of operations
which spells ocut the job specifications for each position.

Copies of the Interim Etete Flen for Vocationzl Education
were distributed. MNr. MeMohon expleined that this plan was
Tormulated lest September so that Californis could receive
the benefits of funds avallable under the Vecational Educas
tion Act of 1963. Fe said thet a pew, complete plen mush
be written and edopted by the State Board of Education by
Decenber 31, 1965, vhea the Interim Flan expires.

Coples of the Descriptive Report for 1963-6L, which included
e pleture of the members of the Stote Advisory Commitice on
Agrieulturel Education, were distribuied to the members.
They expresged sppreciation for the coples.

Mr. Sutherland wos celled upon Lo tell sbout the program
held at Fresno for treining locel and county coordizators
of veocationel education. They were introduced to the Bimte
Plan, the provisions of the new federsl lows, end the basic
principale and purposes of vocationsl edvealtion. He gaid

a mythical community wes described and the participanis were
esked to develep a totel voraitlonsl program for this come
mnity, considering all of its resources, population, avall-
able scheols, eic.

Mr, Becket told of his Lollow-up siudy on, and the contima-
tion of, the program to train farm foremen., He said the
real problem in expanding the training program is o find
some way to free agriculture teachers cne or two nights a
waek to conducet the course. He sald the make-up of a typiesl
class iz about cne~thlrd amer-gperators and two~ihirds
foremen ond supervigors. 8o fsr sbout 350 Lo 400 super-
visors have been traiped, and they direct the operations

for about 10,000 vorkers. The supervisors get a certificate
upen completion of the course. Mr. Todd comented thet
voderstanding humen behsvior is the most imporitant need.

Mr. Butherlend reiterated the previous sisbement that

there 1s a real need to £ind a source of capeble teachers.

Allen Crant: Western meat packers state they wust have
reguler and contimued imports of Mexican catile. This is
beceuse of the heavy consumption of hamburger. Fed ceattle
are boo fat; Mexicen cattle are thin end pever put on much
fat., Artificinl insemination has Jjust ebout elimijvaied
the "bologoa bull."

While there are increasing imporis of vegelebles and fruits
{such as stewberries from Mexico), there are alsc growing
exports. The Ameriesn Farm Burcsu meiatains an expord
office in Rotterdam. The volume of business in 1963 was
ebout $4%,000,000; in 196k it was sbout $1.6,000,000, snd
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it is contimning to grow in 1965. Leading itens are feed
greins, specislty meats (liver, tongue, hesrt), canned

goods, fresh fruits, and vegetzbles. A mejor item is

carrots from Texas. The European market for frulis and
vegetables will increese iremenduously with inerceased proe~
perity generally taroughout Europe. An export center is
planned for Japen, which offers great possibilities. World-
wide efforts are being made to schieve internatlcnal stability,
and gtability of prices is one important factor.

Herman Sperber: The trightest spot ia the ecoromy of the
Imperial Valley is lsmb prices « 23 cents a pound. The
lettuce growing seeson vas marked by warm weather. Lebor
problems contiaued, although meny transients come to the
valley for the winter months. Lettuce harvesting was doone by
trios comsisting of two cutiers and a packer. They frequent-
1y made exceptionslly high weges by piece work (up to $100

a day), but often a supervisor was required for each trio.
The lettuce price was low and the cost of production jumped
from $208 per acre %o $400. The cabbage ceason wes also
disastrous.

The future labor ocutlock is gleamy. The high prices being
paid in other areas and availability of other kinds of labor
are atitracting experienced irrigetors away from thelr jobs.
Banks are not going to finance row crops. Growers may Jo
back to shed packing wherg women can be employed. Hay prices
are low. Frogress is being made in auvtomation such as planit.
ing sugsr beet seed in pellets (about three sceds to & foot),
mechanical "blocking," weeding with herbicides, and mechanice
al harvesting. A total planting and hervesting operation
can be conducted without hiring any hand labor.

Norman Boeger: The 1964 prune crop was & big ome. About
5,000 tons were sold to the school lunch program. Cafeterias,
hovever, want the prunes canned. They don't went to teke the
time and trouble to sosk and cock dried prunes. Research
shows that the same people are eating prunes whko did 20 or

30 vears ago but young people sre not getting the hablt.
Canned snd pitted prunes may be paxrt of the onswer. There
was & 300% increase in the export of pltied prures to the
United Xingdon. Prunes are moving into trade 16% Paster

than in 1963-64.

There is a shortege of pruners for peaches and pears. Wages
are up. The loss of bracerce is not providing more douestlc
labor. People are moving from one part of the state o
enother to get the highest price for piece work or the kind
of work they like best. For example, pruners wanted to toke
o month off from their jobs to go scuth to pick citrus which
used to be picked by breceros. Thus there was & shoriage
of pruners. Tree crops seem certain to suiffer. CUltrus
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grovers are coming into labor camps in Horithera Califcrnia

to recrult workers. Mr. Todd commented that it is the Deperi.
went of Employment which is doing the reeruiting. Werkers
can make more money pleking citrus.

Milton Kidd: Automation and sitnble prices make the delry
industyry better than meny others. He cited modern milking
barng with hot water piped through the conerete floors to
keep the milkers' feet werm, thereby keeping the milkers
happy. He said Safeway Stores wants its shippers (o be able
to provide s minimum of 1,500 gallons of milk daily.

Relative to waoter, he seaid that more dams Iin the northvestern
part of the state are vitel. With the svailsbility ol hydro-
electric pover, there should not be any increaze in pover
rates in the near future. e seid there would not be too
mich opportunity in the fubture for additlional water power
development, buit there will be great expansicn in meelear
production of power. He sald the proposed Bodega Day
project would be relocated in San Luia Oblsgpo County, where
the peovple were favorable to 1t. He sald that the big
utility concerns have allied themselves with the Los Angeles
Bureau of Power snd Light to put 2 price tag on a nmucleny
plaat to pump nrorthern water over the Tehachapl mountoins.

Glen Bidmen: A new development is the ssle of "fubures" in
beel cattle, the same as in cotton or soybesno. He sald theb
if a man puts 200 steers into a feed lot for 150 days, he
can buy "futures” on 200 steers weighing 1,000 pounds each
o5 @ hedge. He said beef "futures” could surpess soybeans
in volume this year. It is also pezsible to buy "futures”
on dressed meat.

Spriug lambs ave goipg at 24 to 25 cenmis, a very good price.
Wool prices ave down 8 %o 12%. Beef mmbers aprerently ere
st1ll going up although it ls guesticned whether the cound

is or can be made accurate. The govermment puts the total
mmber of beef catitle at 106,000,000, Fed cettle prices have
improved but feeders could still leose & lot of money.

In the field of seience, n fertilized egg, identified se in
the sixzth stage by microscope, wvas transplonted fram tThe
uterus of a registered Scuthdown ewe, plenltcd in the wbsrus
of & grade Rambouillet ewe that produced a purcbred Southdowa
lamb, which won grand chempion at a Kentucky fair. The agg
can now be "flushed cui” without discomfort or pain o the
gwe - something which was previously impossible. The problem
is to identify the cell.

He eaid livestock men are concerned over a bill which would
require all imported meat to be o labeled in the bulcher
shops. He said this could become a presitige item.
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Mr. Eldman said that & developer had purchased land edjacent
to the Stony Gorge reservoir with plens for a commmnity of
5,000 pecple. He sald ultimately a series of dams would pro-
vide a lake 100 miles in length along the west side of the
Sacremento Valley. This would certainly aifect land for
livestock produetion.

Theodore Todd: Major attention is being given by sclentists
to what is ectually a very old eitrus problem kncwn as stubborn
disease. While the diseazse has been known for many years,
nothing has been done to prevent it or to identify the means
of spreading. It produces deformed and stunted Iruit, swall
leaves, leaf curl, siek looking trees, ete. It is known that
it can be spreed by dbuds from & carrier. It may also be
transmitted when tree roots touch under ground. A tres may
bleom profusely, then have little or no fruit. Crowers bave
not removed such trees because the next year the tree may
again have o heavy bloom. It is difficult to dstect the
severity of the disease. Trees may grow well for many years,
showing no effects, then become worthless, apparently having
carried all that time what is thought to be the virus. All
citrus may be affected but lemons and mandarins show it less.
One grower top-worked his trees and came up with 50% stubborn
diseage. It must be stamped out through contimious inspece
tion, removal of affected trees, and careful control of seeds
and buds used in propegation. -

Lemon prices have been reduced to Japan and this has ine
creased the sale morkedly, especlally in the last six months.

There 15 a short erop of avocados - only 42% of lest year.
Prices to consumers are too high and there is soles resistance.
Calavo is merketing a lot of Floride avocados which helps to
stebilize the market natiocnally.

Bd Gerdener; Because of the iliness of locel hose Willis
Strivling, the discussion on ormemental horitieulturae was
directed by his brother-in-law, Ed Cardener of Bizibling
enterprises. Mr. Cordencr said there is a grest need for
more students in the ornamentsl hortieuliture field. Most
students caming out of the program on the secondary lovel ave
not well~trained. Many are lost because the industry cannot
contime their training. Two-yser college graduates can be
used and this program should be expanded. A gound living
can be achieved by men so trained.

It was stated that the Skills Week program in ornemental
horticulture at California State Polytechric College is
neeting a tremendous response, but the ecollege will need
sdditional help to handle the group. Ornamental herticule
ture can be used as & vehicle to teach many bhasic skilis
and bioclogical priociples.
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There has been e great inerease in the training progrem
especially at the high school level. My, McMahon commented
on the Bureeu progrem utilizing Howard Brown and Tony Aumato
of Cal Poly. He sald the program had been of great help to
schools in planning faeilities under the vew vocational
edueatlon act.

Mr. Gardener said that 80% of the men being trained in the
United States inm e four-year coliege program nre st the
Pomons and San Luis Obispo campuses of Cal Poly.

Mr. McMakon spoke of the Manpower Development Training Pro-
graus which have besn condueted in gardening and turf-grass
mensgenent. These have helped men who othemrise would heve
continued to be unemployad.

Mr. Butchings mentioned the extensive twef-grass program
belng earried on at Tehsachapi in comnectlon with its high
schoul educational program. Also there is a program for
potential drop-ouits at Lemeore in gardening and lawn care.
Hr. Hutchings seld & survey showed a great ares of employ-
ment poesibillities 1in this small communily.

Mr. Gardener sald ome of thelr techuicians bhad bheen spending
80 mach time talking to evening classes in ornemental horti-
culture thet bis activiiies had to be curtailed to take
care of his regularly assigued dutles. However, he feels
the crnmmental horiiculture industry chould be hoppy to
meke such eopntedibutions.

Mr. Couper mentioned that during a school accreditation
earlier in the week st Soquel High School, mention was

mode repeatedly of the weakness of the school’s offerings
Yor students not headed for foureyeayr colleges, Yei there
was expressed resistamee %0 & vocational sgriculiuce program
geared to & major commumity indvstry - bulb ond nursery
production. Mr. Couper said the nursery induciry could
help couvinee school boards that there is a real need for
vocetlonal programs in such areas.

A binder, provided by the California Future Foruers Aspocilos
“ion, contalning the minutes of every meeting held by the
State Advisory Committee on Agriecultural Educmiion since its.
incapilon in 1953, was presented to M. Boeger, the new
seerebary for the comitiee.

In the election of officers, vhe following were ncainated
and elested woenimously:

Presidend ~ Herman Sperbey
Vice President - Fred Frick
Secretary -~ Norman Soeger
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Upon the invitation of Mr. Boeger the next meeling was set
for Cetober 8, 1965 at Gridley. Details will be sent to

all comitiee members as soon as arrangements hove been
fimelized.

Respectfully submitied

G. P. Couper, acting for
Verne Hoffman, Jr., Secretary



