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STATE BUREAT OF AMRICUITURLL IDUCATZEOW
May 20, 1960

San Benito High School
Eollister, Califoraie

ROLYL CALL
Precent fbsent
Volney Craig. Venbtura Cyrille Faure, Pozterville

Verne Hoffman, Acanpo
Joseph Anderholi, Holtville
Allan Grent, Visalia
Earl Blaser, Live Qak
Milton Kidé, Modesto
Frod Rohmert, Holllster
Robert Couchman, San Jose
Byron J. Melchon, Sacramento
Don E. Wilson, Sem Tuis Cbispo
Re H. Pedersen, Cailand
George P. Couper, 3asn ITuis Obispo
H. H. Burlinghxa, San Luis Obispo
br. Gezy Brown, Hollister
~Loule F. Plcetti, Hollister
ordon Tibds, Hollister
waryy Williems, Hollister
Bod Momtgomery, Hollister

The neeting was called to order at 8:30 A.M., oa May 20, 1960, by Chairman Volmey H.
Emgw

Recent Tecunical The first najor items of business were prosentations by Ade
Developments in vigory Committse membere of recent techmical develogmeants in
Agriculture agricultuvre, ecovomice, form production end markeilng, and

conditions and situntions waich could afizct the instruction
ard counseling of farm youth. These vere as follows:

Veree Hoffnmen - Hew requirements have been established for hogs
to qualify =s lecm medt strains. Among these iz the requirement
thet the carcess length shall be et least 29 inches and the
back fat thickness shall be & maximwn of 1.6 imches, Charactere
istice of the lean meat type have been listed. Testing etations
for boars have been set up and indexing is being done. Intersst
centers on feeding efficiency and rate of galn., =Some strains
now have esteblished & coaversion rate of 2,5 pounds of feed to
one pound of gain. Boars in this program are disqualified 17
the progeny conversion rate exceeds 3.2 pounds to one.

An effort is being made %o produce o Gisease~free hog im oxder
~ %o have a low level of dissase. A major problem is the

respiratory disease commonly called virus pmeumonia., Most hog

ralsers arc trylmg to live with 1% by Lfeeding entibiotisc. AL
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aechion, The £0usS shen sold for meat, and the plige ave
raised in & clean eNvivONFEnT.

yificial inceminaticn ip becoming au indnstry pracvice. A
cormereial concern in Iowae has 100 sows signed up. DErxperdence
shous thos 50 percent of the sows are settled the Tivat time
ap against 67 percent where bears eve used. This practiece will
ensible more small faoceers %o ralse leon meot type hogs.

The hog population 15 up slightly in Califurnis, but the Dhete
g4ill is a hog~deficient aret.

The svine kill in aany avezs hes been so low that killivng plants
nowe had to cloge down becauce of lack of voluze. Wholesalexs
Juest buy caveasses Trom the midewest. Rilling plendts would 1ike
to kave more Californian hogs 8o they could afford o keep their
Piants opthe

Fred Rohnert = The handling of agricuibural products is belng
speeded up, meinly through mechanization. In the seed business,
customere are becoming Pever and the wmits lerger. Covpova~
sione are exponding sd cooperatives are bhecoming move © 3 mowe
important. These chauges &ye coccurying move yapildly elssvhare
thon in Californin. f(ooperatives im obther states are now doing
a complete job of buying ceed ond obther smpliezz, and marketing.
The farmey ie mevrely & producer.

The small truck fermer who wvsed $o grow a lot of produce ncoy
large populabion centers, has £old out to sub-fividers, {;M?
forther out ir the covurry, and nov specializes in two or thice
kinds of crops. MNocuinery costs end capital outley meke 310
difficult for a oy Go get into the truck crop bhusiness. It

is difficult fc:s? a youns man (or szz,;rone) ¥o borrew mOREY on
growing ot

The sublect of new esvps Ervestivg nanitation recuivemenis wWas
conmented upon by ¥ecere. Anderholt, CGrant and Couchmsn, It was
stabted thet in the Iomperisl Valley a?«ey vere "beating health
authorities vo the puwch' by installing chumlcal toilchs end
waghing faeilities for crevs handling vegetables 4o bo used fraah.
Mr. Couvchman seid that the tobtal veogeteble and frult crop
industry must take the lesd do ineure & conitary profust o meet
the aesthetic demands of the houwsevwife, ot just the dewands o
ihe low.

Earl Blaser ~ Major euphesis iv fruis anf somate production has
been placed on attempts to cvh costs, Frogress iz being made
with permanent sod on drokerds. Szfch gresses o8 perenaial rye
fescue end orchavd grosss, somebimes singly aod In combinsti nn,
are used. This reduces soil compachicn, agfde in new mechanical
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TuRing sysvems, is being aches with coamercial
yiclds on threz-yzar- ML. o, B '~‘~-' hepdling and chemical

u.mau‘i*w ere obher cos l, cu vogrens, although chonical
E:immé; is not “clesx” on uh, ;em&xe mroblen. Rebtuvrniang to
the svbject of permeneat sod in orcheyds and vow crops, 1t was
brcughb ous thab *khm ::m».a.ﬁes fr-r more Achile egilvment with
smaller ?iree.

liechenical horvesting of poumes is };zﬂqrese-ing, vith use of
bulk bine from the overrrd %o the drjer. Taper mulching of
tomatoes, wiiag a puncaed-hole craib paper, is being tried
using direct eccdimg. It reducses movdd; combrolis weeds, saven
veter, and will save tomatoes $9 maehanical pickirg. The
scaalinr,s will cone up thvough the heles, evea 4f ¢ h' ¥ emerge
from the grovad several inches wmway. Fall planing of suger
bezlie In bheavy afobe solis io baing tried o promcie cn ecarly
horvest. Snra good resulis have baeu auted. Cost accounting
hes made fovemea more officient. The cogperative movement in
pr@du::’i;ion of Truits a*c‘z mgetab}.cs '5.111 measeo B

Quastion: Ave there alverse effecis frosa msec% which spcnd
8 Stage in the sod? Adsver: Tais hes not been & problem yeb.
Sed pm‘ﬁa’bly wil‘i i.nmaae the mcldence oi’ gophers .

Quastions Will ssaded orchorde, cic., take wore water? Annwer.
We probebly have been: mr-wate.«:inp B%ﬂo I'l; ney c*ﬂ' less
va‘*er, but more mtm@m.

Allem Grant - nzgh‘cy-fhve per cont of the cotton in the valle:
will be on the "B" program. GCrowing cotion in the Sem Jcaf‘»‘“~
Valiey looks gued. Alfaifa prices are up, scpecieily for firsi
and second eubtings ber:a.use of the pazticide preobizn
"B" @airies in Tulare and Kings Cowmtles are gothing LPever
and exallcr on the vest side and lnvger axd mre Buerous
apparenfhv wbarc "3;{.‘7'? ic more ami ch.ap@r wece:

A pemel in Yosemite divcusced the grmrmg praolem 2f pesticides,
Presiden’ Bisedhower hes nemed o cormil tee of secicatists to -
gtudy tho pesticide problem. The comaltice scens Tavorable *
agriculture, ~ There is a big "Arift"” problon of nyLzowrhan::
from cotion to alfalia or tomatees, (alifornia uscs 20 par
cent of all pesticides. A questior has beecn raised conceruing

a tolepance in wilk of aeven paris per @iliion of I ydrof'arsonu.,
the grme we om aJ.falfL. hay.

Some Crade "A" daivied are putting thelr waesh water in the ip-
rigation systems. Grant’s ouwn deivy is pulbbing om one and a
half millica gallons per mogth. This puts about 50 pounds of
nitrogen on each acre, and may m.ke it necezs =y to chomge the
crop rotation.
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orired is otabilizdng the dadyy industey,
t, COBUE CUre UR VRN Aove. Hetribuiors
comtraciuel speownt, reguiring tuwo picke
ups frod the farm, the condrochor, ond the surplus buyer.
Foay producers sre 25 to 50 per cori ovey tholr guotn. Suvplus
mlik is called €less 2 ov Clase 3. wihich has no zeference to
its quality. DPordens buys much of the surplus. A Federal
marketing order might keep the spoll producer in business.
There is no such prograzm ab this 4ime in Californiz. The
decreased sale of bulls hes definitely affected the purshred
cabtie businese.

Wwhen agricviture clacses in Modecto bigh cchools are doing &
good job and meeting & real need.

The Feather River water plen will ged its real test with the
bond election in the fall. Moot egriculbuval, oivic and cowngy
agencles are for it. Orgemized lebor has voiced upposition.
Frobably 1ittle Peathor River water will ever go w0 agriculituve,
which esrmot meet the prico competition of the city user.

Hre Gramt raiccd the yrovlem of the duiry combvac:, which is
supposed to be the property of the producer. He said good
avernge cows with a coubrach are celling for as high 28 $950.
He said goverswent conivacts syve wnsieble. The Vondenberg
contract wag clbed s an exswple., Crant said distzibutors
are using wnscrupulous tactics reinbtive 10 gale o cows with
conbrache

Hr. Melohon said it wes the vesporsiddlity of the Bursau o
weke use of the fMine techuical iafonzmdticon sunplicd by the
ACvicory Commitice merpers, and gee That 1% is passed %o
teachers ond ulbinmately 4o siudents.

k. Gramt wemiiored tho parmel ab the Youny People’s leaders
ship Conference ot Jpilcmar as am e¢xoellent example of the
intevesh in “Careers in Agrienlture.” Meation wao made of
a2 large ezhibil comsisting of 20 tubies, plus a biy display
proviéed by Intermatiomal Harvesicr, for the 70O dolegates
and visitors at the »oeent Califormin State Future Former
conventicn at California State Polytochnic Collegs in Sen
Luis Obiespo.

Mr. Craig said thait neny job opportundiies ave going beggiag.
People do not show Intevest in egri<business fielis or CPRLT -
tunities, His firm could use half & dozen persons ipht ney,
with high School snd jumior eollege experience., lecouns of




lack of help it is necessary 40 load up older employees.
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Host of the worke e fyom ke mid first or second
gencration, and kney dust-Dowl Condifs - therefore they
ave glnd for eveady W '»1*

Kre FcMnhon brought vy the guesticn of uhether farm labor
waionizagtion would mele a 315*5.’ erence in the attitude of

young people.

Er. Blaser said sgriculbture ig going Go have 1o pay higher
Hages t.e eompsfm with Iadusivrye

¥r. Anderholt sald that too zmny fexm boys ere going 0 the
city, while city boys, who have not fowd the "good life” 1w
the eity, went jobs on fovus and in agriculiure.

Mr, Couchman was of the opinion that part of the big problam
ie the attitude of pevsons im food production end prccessmgo
e cited e brillisnt student who bhad no difficulty gebiing o
big Lockheed scholzrship %o zdvamce in electromics. NHe seid
there wes wo such progrem im the food induetry,; although 1t
is o "billion doller industry” im Celifornia.

Ia the general discussion on career opporiunities, it was
mentioned that there should be @ comprebousive booklet on the
food proeessing imdustyry for school counselors, showiang
cpportwmities, Carcerwochuree supplied by the State Depsri-
ment of eaployasmt, were distridbuted.

Mr. McMshon acked what wes happening in the various high
scheols in the avcas in vhich Adviecry Committee membera live.

Mr. Kidd reported thet at Modesto there was a tendency %o
coumsel students according to their I.Q. oid where they live.
ather than according %o aptitudes amd job opporbuniltics o .

Dr. Gery Brown £aid that coumaselors nced personal ccm;aet'; 710G
Just literature,.

Mir. Great said that Tulare County iz a major agriculitural areo,
with 1,800 b-¥ Clud mexbeors and meny Futwre Fermers. He snid
there was soed for move talks by farm profucers and food
processors Yo etudcnt groups.

Craig saild the agricultural industry wmisses ite opporiwmity o
yressnt to the people of Califormia the size of agriculiure
and ite job opportunitles., Farmers generally have & much
more gtable situation than industry does.

Couchmen sald that food processimg should be teught in urben
schools from vhich mmch of the work force comes.
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Mnderholt sugpested the four-quarier systen, with steggeved
vacations. He said ia this mexmer farmers could hire studeals
Por part-time emd vecnbtien jobs. How, Jush when the need is
greatest, the student must be im school. v, MeMahon said
the idea just hasn’t worked partly because of family vacabtion
plans, ete. Dr. Brown seid it wae fried in some citles and
generally given up.

A discussion followed on the progress in a basic curricula
plan for California high school agriculiture programs.

A spprenticeship training progrem for agricultural workers on
the "lower levels” wes discussed. It was moved, seconded,

and carried that if such a nrogran develeped, it should be
wifter the direction of the Bureau of Agricultural Biucation
since $he Buromu would be better qualified and have o beitter
ettitude. To was suggested thet this might be en evening
progrem, using gualified foremen and others as teackers.

Mr. Burlingham spoke of the Svmmer Conference for Agriculture
Seachers at Colifornia State Polysechnic College June 20-2L
and again mentiozed the corce curriculum chbudy and workehops

to take plsce this sumer. He saild cove subjects would Le

in the sciemee of sgriculture, mot skills., FHe sald a grovp
aiso would be working on farm accounts tcaching end techulgusi.
He menitioned o panel on "Wew Pasterns for Progrems in Vocsiioral
Ageiculture,” a5 belngy one which members of the Adwvisory Com>
nittee might Tind intersoting. He said thas cae of the de-
velopments of the “Skills Weck" at Cal Poly for agriculiure
teachers (June 14-18) was o concentrated progrem om are
welding.

Mr. Molehon ozplained the Naster Plan for Higher Educstion,
its purposes and background, as well as its cuvrent status.

A vook of letters wes precented to Robert Couchman, vho is
rebiring from the Coomltitee after bhaving served since the
inception of the Commitiee on May 1213, 1953, et California
State Polytechnic College, San Luis Oblepo. IMr. MeMahon
presented a gevvice corbificsie from the Btete Department of
Education and a pen sch from the California Aszociabtion of
Puture Parmers of America.

In response, Mr. Couchzan said he had tremendously enjoyed
vorking with the advicory group.

In the election which followed, Joe Anderholt was mared
Chaimman for the coming year, Verne Hoffman, Vice~Chaiymen,
and Pred Rohmert, Secretary.
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ard Pluce The time and plece of the mext meeting tentatively were setl
Next Meeting a8 Septesber 23, 1960, at Yuba City. The Host will de Mr.
Earl Blaser. He said ihere wes plane service to Marysville,
and Me. MeMekon said shere would be transportation for anyoune
coting to Sacramento.

Ad journment The meeting comcluded with luncheon in Hollister and en
interesting visit to the Rodmert seed operations east of
Hollister.

Respectfully submitted.

Geovrge P. Couper,
Acting Secretary
GPC:gm
6-1-60 = 35



