MINUTES OF THE STATE ADVISORY COMMITIEE
to the
STATE BUREAU COF AGRICULTURAL EDUCATICON

Scotia. California

October lj, 1957

The meeting was called to order by Chairman Eugens Boone at £:30 a.m.
in the Scotia Hotel. Those present were:

Advisory Comnlitee Members

Eugene Boone, Modesto

Carl J. Avrit, Chiso
Joseph J. Anderholt, Holtville
Volney H. Craig, Jr., Venitura

Joe Russ, Jr., Ferndale
Cyrille 0. Faurs, Porterville
Fred W. Rohnert, Hollister
Robert Couchman, San Jose

Bureau of Agr_ioultm'al Education

Byron J. McMahon, chief, Sacramento
E. We. Everetht, assistant chief, Sacramento
R. H. Pedersen, regional supervisor, Berkeley
George P. Couper, special Supervisor, San Luis Obizpo

Others

Roland Wentzel. instructor, vo-ag, Fortuna
A. L. Fearrisn, president
Humboldt County Cattlemsn's Associatlion, Hydesville



The new Advisory Committee members were introduced by Ghalrmen Loon2a and by Mr.
McMahon. Mr. McMahon stated that Mr. Faure had been agtive in the Porterville
High School FFA while a high school student and following his military service

has become a leading breeder of Polled Herefords. He is now secretary-ireasurer
of the California Polled Hereford Association. Mr. Rohnert, owner of the Waldo
Rohnert Seed Company, Hollister, and an orchardist, was awarded an honorary State
FFA degree in 1956. Mr. Md“ahon, for the benefit of the new members, reviewed the
background of the other members of the Advisory Committee.

Mr. Wentzel, on behalf of Mr. George Badura, district superintendent, Fortuna High
School, welcomed the Advisory Committee to Humboldt County. He stated that the
vo-ag department in Fortuna High School has two instructors and an enrollment of
85 boys. He said the department is well supplied with equipment and the program
has been generously supported by the School Board. Principal student farm projects
are in dairying, beel cattle, and potatoes, but the department's major emphesis

is on dairying.

Supplementing Mr. Wentzel's remarks, Mr. Russ also welcomed the group. He reported
that there are four vo-ag departments in Humboldt County High Schools. He said
that 70 per cent of the County's income is from forest products and that since
timber is found in range land areas, training in forestry--lumber production--is
considered as important as vo-ag instruction.

Mr. wentzel reported that the Bureau of Agricultural Education last summer presented
a forestry course for vo-ag teachers at Humboldt State College.

The minutes of the meeting of the Advisory Committee of March L at El Centro were
reviewed by Mr. Couchman.

Referring to the report made by Mr. Weeth at the El Centro meeting on ths increas-
ing use of sprinkler irrigation in the Coalinga area, Mr. Boone described recent
sprinkler irrigation developments in the Montpellier district in Stanisisus County.
This has been traditionally a grain growing district of gently rolling hills.

Farmers are now installing sprinkler irrigation systems and are producing alfalfa,
dry beans, and Ladino slover. No leveling is done. The irrigation water is
obtained from deep wells and the sprinkler system is so managed as %o secure good
water penetration without runoff. He reported also that sprinkler irrigation has
sompletely supplanted furrow irrigation in the coastal aresas of Santa Cruz County

in the production of Brussels sprouts, cauliflower, and broccoli. (Note: A mimeo-
graphed report on the sprinkler irrigation trials on Waldo Weeth's place is available,
and copies can be obtained from Dr. Verne H. Scott, Department of Irpigation, Univer-
sity of California, Davis.)

Mr. Mclahon reported the retirement of Robert Denbigh as regional supervisor and

the appointment of R. H. Pedersen to succeed him. He alsoc reported the retirement
of Howard Chappell, regional supervisor, and that he has been succeeded by Dave Graf,
former vo-ag instructor at Wiliiams High School.

Mr. MaMahon advised the Committee that legislation during the last ysar had been
generally favorable to wvocational education. He said, however, that federal aid to
education, particularly in schoolhouse construction, is now involved in the segrega-
tion econtroversy, and that existing federal aid may be threatened if segregationists
insist on rejecting all federal school aid.

Mr. Everett stated that reimbursements this year averaged but {1,430 per sehool, and
this sum represents only 28 per cent of the excess costs of maintaining vo-uag classes.
The State contribution to reimbursement is far larger than the rederal conuribution.
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The Committee tnon discussed whethe: or not it would do preferatle for the state fo
retain the fwide now paid to the fedoril povermment for federal school aid puvx
or for the stele Lo carry on its own program indspendsatly. Mr. Eve i
that if feder:l grants in sid vere discontimaed there would beo no 7. 8. OJ2f1
Education. He cited advantages of vwer-sll supervision and ths cocrdinailicn «
vacational educatlon progran.
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Mr. Metizhon reported thet enrollment 43 declining in agriculiuvrel eollegza all
the Unitad Stotes. He mentioned pariizularly the descline in the musbor o7 trainees
in ths dairy indunstery. Mr. Rohnert mentionmed that while Califoinis Lo the most
important sead growing area in the vorld, no orgsnised instrusztion inm sead techaole
iz offerad in the state.

A general discussion of this problen ensued, after which Chalmen Bocua suggeetad
that each member bring to the next Comiittee mesting a writtss report of fhs joo
oppertunities oxisting in the industries with which he is iz cless eontaed, :nd the
training nseded o propare for them.

Mr. Everett explained to the Camittee that the whole vocaticnal sducution program
stems from the Smith-Hughes and the George-Barden Acte. To rocelve funds from thauc
Acts, a stale must have a State Plan. Such State Plans are adopted for a five-year
poriod. The State Plan is in effect a contract with the federal govermment. Ths
Californiz Bureau is now in the process of developing & nsw State Plan and the
Bureau desires to have it take into account the changes taking plaue in agriculturo

The proposed California State Plen must first be approved by the Stete Deparunent
of Education and then must have the approval of the U. S. 0ffice of Educoebion. It
govers qualifications of suparvisory personnsl and of teachers, and stipulates whob
the program of instruction in high schools will be. Two points of controversy have
arisen: (1) that vocational instruction must bs of less than cellege prace; and (2)
who should be permitted to talke vo-sg education. Since junior e¢ollage edvasbion is
expanding greatly, the Bureau wishes to be permitted to offer inctruction in junior
collages. The isgue srises over the fact that if credits earaed for Junicr callege
classes are accoptable to the University, then the work is of ccllege grace. As o
the second point, the U. S. Office of Education has the view that va-sg irstraciicn
should be given only to boys who are furming or preparing %o Lara, and ites interpre-
tation would eliminate the boys planning to become farm advisors or vo -ag teachera.
The Burean has proposed the following cefinition of those who ors ellgible for vo-ag
instruction: "atudents who are farming, preparing to farm, o preparing for uscupa-
tions in which o lmowledge of agriculture is essential."

On motion of Mr. Russ, sesonded by Mr. Craig, the Advisory Camitice unanimously
recomnended that the Bureau proposs this broadened dsfinition “or sdoption by the
U. S. Office of Education in comnectior with Californis's State “Llzn.

Mr. Mci{ahon than reviewed for the Advisory Committee recant davelopnents in the
pilot programg for instruction in agri-business. Four Junior colleges now have
pilo® programs in effect, and regular instruction iz offered &t '14. San Antonio,
Bekersfield, Modesto, and Shasta Junior Collegez. Soms work in thls field isz alresdy
being offered at California State Polytechnic College &% S:zn Iimas, the University
of Califeornia at Davis, snd the University of Californis at Log Angeles.
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Mr. McMahon reporied ifvrther on the job epportunity survey made by S. S. Subthsrland
aad C. B. Tharpsen of the Unlvsrsity of California =%t Tavis. He presented mesabers
af the Committee with a2 summary of the findings on agriculivral aducabion.

Chairman Boone then callied uwpon the two new members of the Commitiee to reporit on
significant developments in their particular fields of agriculturs.

Mr. Rehnert deseribed recent trends in the commercisl seed prodvstlon industzry.
Major sesed preducing firms, of which thers are f{lve, each speci:iize in particuler
erops. Each specislizes in daveloping strains or varicties of vegetables parti-
ealarly adaspted to a speclal area or use, as for example, carrcis for canning, or
for shipping lcng distances.”

Ho stated tnat because p. improved cultural practices, the need for vegeteble szesds
is tending to decrease. A pound of seed produces more food now thsn it did 20 year:
age. Galiformia ls gresdly increasing the production of vegetavles, at the cupsnze
of some other areas. Tomato production is greatly inecreasing in California, vat
lottnce varieties sultable for production in the East are beilng developed snd thase
are couging a disburbance in Salinas, for examplie. Central Wiscomnsin is begoning
an inportant lettnce producing area. Probably 20 to 25 per cent of the seed grown
in Celifornia is eyported outside the United States.

Mr. Feure repcrted on bull feeding trials now under way ai Cal Poly. Ten pursbred
breecders have baen participating, each supplying six bulls that have all received
the same feed and besn meintained under the same conditicns. Af%er an initial
sonditioning period all snimals were weighed, and have since been weighed periodi-
cally. The purpose has besn to develop animals attaining the best "weight for age"
and still produce besf that is acceptsble to the consuwer. He zaid the purposs is
%0 get rid of poor producsrs, dwarfism, and to secure less variation in gains. He
contendsd that some cattle making the best showing ars not ths kind that are usually
shown in fairs. He said that one conclusion elready reached is that the beefl
families do the best in the environment in which they are raised.

Ha and Mr. Russ both contended that bulls usually offered at buil sales are o0
well fitted and that cattlemen would prefer to select them more nearly in working
gondi tion.

AL the invitation of Mr. Craig, the Advisory Committes agreed to hold 1ts nexb
meeting on March 21, 1958, at Santa Paula. It was the coneensus of the Commitlee
that an effort should be made to participate in the amnmuzl conference of the Calif-
ornia Agricultural Teachers Association at California State Polytechnic Collage in
Juna. At this conference the Committee would hope to present %o the vo-ag teschers
a review of the problems the Advisory Conmittee has had under consideration.

The meeting was then adjourned.
Respectfvlly submitied,

Robert Couchman
Secretary



