MINUTES OF THE STATE ADVISORY COMMITTEE
to ths
STATE BUREAU OF AGRICULTURAL EDUCATION

El Centro, Califormnia

The meeting wes called to erder by Chaismen Waldo W. Weeth at 9:30 a.n. in
the directors room of the Midwinter Feir, Brauley. Those precent were:

Advisory Committee Members

Walde Weeth, Coalinga
Eugene Boone, Modesto
Sarl J. Avrit, Chico
Joseph J. Anderhold, Holtville
Volney H. Craig, Jr., Ventura
Haxrvey McDougal, Collinsville
Joe Russ, Jr., Ferndale
Robert Couechman, San Jjose

Bureau gg_ Agricultural Education

Byron J. McMahon, ehief, Sacramento
George P. Couper, specisl supervisor, San Luis Obispo
M. K. Iuther, regional supervisor, Los Angeles

O%hers

Ivan Newmsn, instructer, vo-ag, Imperiel

Kenneth Holmes, instructor, vo-zg, El Centro

Max Johnscn, instructor, vo-ag, El Centro

Elvin Asher, instructor, vo-ag, Brawlsy

Denzil Liston, instructor, vo-ag, Calexico

Ed Van Dam, instructor, vo-ag, Holtville

Dr. Nick Ittner, Meloland Station, University of California
Dorman Stewart, manager, Midwinter Fair
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nderholt welcomed the Advisory Cammiitee te the Imparisl Val gud o the
Lidwinter Fair. He geid this year 1s the bfta anniversary oi the O¢ un wby. There
cre now a half-pillion acres under irrigation in Imperial County and 300,000 ccres

more to go under irrigation.

Hz said that the bulk of the field lsbor is performed by Mexican Tationale vwho

come in under permits to work for a specific time and ther return home o ha,c
their work permits renewad. Some workers live in Mexico and come into the United
States to work during the day and return home at night, still having the old
"crogsing cards™. Mr. Andorholt sald that workers are paid 70 cents e hour, but
that the fringe benefits including housing amd tramsportation, eic., increcse the
ccet to §1 per hour. Crew foremen amd tractor drivers are paid from $1.30 to £1.40
per hour. '

Dr. Ittner described the ressarch projects in livestock mamagoment being carried

on under his direction 2t Meloland. He mentioned pariicularly the winter facd

rizls in which beef cattle are fed on green chopped alfalfa. Work wes done last
year on grain sorghum silages, byt while these types produce only 15-16 tons forage
per acre, the sugar sorghums yield up to 28 tons per acre. He described the experi~
mentel work on heat tolerances of livestock, grain rations %o rsduce body hezt, open
corral construction, and shallow waler troughs.

Mr. Couchman summarized the minutes of the meeting of October 5, 1956 at Ric Visto.

Mr. McMzhon stated that a summary of the reportis given by Commitles Merbers iz
being distributed to vocational agrioulture teachers. He reported the restirement
on February 1 of Robert Denbigh as regional supervisor and the appointment of
Robert Pedersen t0 succeed Mr. Dembigh. Mr. Pedersen will have his headqusyiers
in Berkeley.

Mr. McMahon then presented a report on behalf of Mr. E. W. Eversit who was ill and
unable to attend the Advisory Commitise meeting. This was a follow-up of = rcport
by Hr. S. S. Sutherland on a survey to determine the employment opporiunities in
business and industry for young men with training in vocationel agriculture. Ile
then discussed six quesbions with which the Bureau is concerned in planning the
current vocational agriculture program for the next 10 years. Following are the
six questionss

(1) Is the vocational agriculture program training enough boys (and
training them well encugh) to meet the present day needs of
production agriculture in California?

(2) 1Is there a justifiable meed for a program to provide instruction
in agriculture for boys who will enter non-farm occupations which
require training in agriculture? If neceded, what should be included
in the training and at what grade lsvel should such training be
offered?

(3) what are valid criteria to be considered in the decision for the
approvel of a vocational agriculture program for reimbursement? (Or
for discentinuing an exlisting program.) -

(4) What should be the objectives and content of3 gourses in agriculture
offered at the jumior collisge level?

(5) What is the need for vocational agriculture to promote and maintain
young and adult farmer educaticnal programs in agriculture?




{6) Is there a ju‘istifiable need for imstruction in genersl egriculiure
in the sscondary school curriculum? If so, what should be the
objectives and course content? At what grede level should it be
offered? '

In the general discussion that ensued, it was the consensus of Committee lMembers
that instruction in vocational agriculture should be supplemented with instruction
in business. The Committee then considered at length the question as to uwhether

a progrem of this nature should be developed. It furthor considered ths level at
whieh instruction in "agri-buginess" should be given. It was moved by Mr. MeDougal,
seconded by Mr. Boone, and unanimously earried that the Advisory Commities recom-.
mend to the Board of Agricultural Education that imstruction in "egri-busincss®™ be
offered at the junior collsge level and in the senior yeer for temminal high scheol
students, at such time as the proper program for high school seniors is zvallable.

Fair Manager Stewart entered the meeting end welcomed thoss present to the Mid-
winter Fair. He ¢2llsd attention to the need %o maintain Fair emphaesis on agri-
culture and on the houschold arts. The meeting then recessed for luncheon and a
tour of the Midwinter Fair exhibits. o

On reconvening after luncheon, Chairman Weeth called for reporis on agriculture
trends by members of the Committee. ‘

¥r. Avrit.... Dairy business in Celifornia is in the midst of a revelution. He
said that formerly dairymen wers organized only in the Southera pardt of the State.
To establish stability in the industry, the Bureau of Milk Control wes formed 20
years zgo, resulting in the termination of milk price wars. He said that poor
zdministration of the Milk Bureau since World War II had gotten dairymen into bud
straits.

Recently dairymen in the South San Joaquin have formed a bargaining essociantion
with about 80 per cent of the dairymen sigmed up. Mr. Avrit was of the oplinion
that this progrem would spread rapidiy to other ercas and that ii would be impos-
sible for Korthern California diarymen to remain out. He said the principal
purposes of the bargeining associstion would be to control the milk surplus and
%o curb ¢he development of new sources of grade A millk, He reporied that L,000
grade B milk producers wend out of business during the year. !

Mr. Russ.... Sheep in the Imperial Valley play an imporbtanmt pari in determining
The price of lambs in the rest of the State. A quarter of 2 million lambs are
shipped into the Imperisl Valley to be fed each winter and are pul on the market
in Febroary and March. Milk-fed lambs from Northern Califcrnia start coming on
the market in March. If there is an oversupply ir the Imperizl Valley then the
price is depressed for milk-fed lambs. :

Norihern California shecpmon have been trying to get Imperial feeders %o grade
cut top lambs early so as to market the fat lambs befors milk-fat lembs come on
the market. The 30 to 4O feeders who handle most of the lambs in the Imperial
Valley have raised $30,000 to promote consumption of lamb in the Los Angeles
mariet. This year the American Sheesp Produsers Council is alsc going to spend
scme meney whaen Imperial lambs go to market.

Kr. McDou al.....The best thing that has happened in the beef industry is the
Toduction of one and one-half million head. Feeder catile prices have been higher
than those for fat cabtle. There will be mo cattle carryover on wheat siubble.




The first six weeks of this year brought incressed volume of heef slaughter in

Loth weight end muibers. The kill has.been up and veplacements down. Consignment
selling is slackening off. It looks as though feeding operations are expanding

in California even though the State has te import feed. More ad*gances in livesteck
feeding has been made in the last 5 years than in the preceding 50 years. It zppears
that the industry will come uwp to January 1, 1958 with far fewer two-year old heifers.
Cattlexmen: are again going to press for promotionsl legislation. =

Mr. Anderholt.... The feeding of shescp and cattle in the Imperial Valley hus ex~
panded greatly since before World War II. Thore were 25 to 30 feed lots before the
war and now there are 100. Imperial County is believed to be the leading stock
feeding county in the United States. It supplies 25 per cent of the kill in the
Los Angeles market. il _ )

Urban growth in the Los Angeles area is crowding out small truck gardem operators
and a nunber of these are coming into the Imperial Velley. It is likely that this
type of farming will continue to increase.

There is strong opposition among produce. growers to any kind of a marketing order
snd the result is "we plsnt and grow 2ll we can and we sell what we can".

Mr. Craig.... The urbanization of the Coastal Plain in Los Angeles is squeeszing
out armer and he is moving elsewhere. - Smog is becoming an incressing problen
as crops show susceptibility to smog damage. Water polliution and shortage are
acute problems and water costs are skyrocketing, as are foreign lsbor costs. Lerge
cxpenditures are being made to mechanize operations both in the field and packing
shods. 48 a resuld, in citrus production and packing the number of workers has
been reduced by about 65 per cent. It sppears that only a limited time remains
Zor sgriculture in the coastal area.

Mr. Couchman.... Recent research on food consumption shows that consumers use about
i,gﬁ‘é pounds per year and this quantity has not changed materially since 1910. With
rising incomes, consumers have shifted from cereals, potatoes, and fats to more
animal products. The most significant change has beem in the increase of expend-
iture for food services such as preparation for consumption,new packsging, and nevw
methods of hendling. The totsl consumption of food in the United States is almost
in dirsct ratio to the increase in population. Between 1935 and 1955, whils real
per capita expenditures for focd inoreased 68 per cent, there wes only a 16 per cent
inerssse in the consumption of farm food products. Commedity groups that fail fo
pramote their products are falling behind in consumer use.

Mr. BoonG.... G2 ifornia produced 27 per cent more frozen fruits and vegetebles in
1958 than in 1955. The increase for frozen fruit was 30 per cent for the State and
38 per cent for the United States. As a consequence, selling prices ars dowmm 7 per
cent on tho average. The frogen food industry is energetically tyying to increase
its share of the food dollar. He described the present "debacle" as a blessing in
disguise and said that his own firm would be increasing iis producition and striving
to reduce production costs. Frozen fooed processors feel that growers have been
making unduly large profits on products for freezing end that major freezers have
been going increasingly into production.

Mr, Weethess. Tull-scale field tests of gprinkler irrigation in comparison with
surface irrigation have been carried on with cooperabtion of the University of Calii-
ornia. The purpose of the trial has been to determine comparative gosts, rslative
water reguirements, lsbor requirements, differences in cultursl practices, differ-~
ences in crop yields, and any changes in the physicel structures of the soil. A
320-acre block. planted in cotton, 2lfalfa, and milo interseeded wiith barley for
sced production was sprinkler irrigated. A comparsble area in similar crops wes
surface irrigated. Preliminary data on these trials shows that labor costs are
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approximately the same for the two types of irrigation, power ccsis are approximately
the same, water savings on the sprinkler irrigated fields offset the increased power
usage as compared with surface irrigation. Becausse of more uniform applicaticn of
water by sprinkling, significant increases in cotton yield were obtained. Final

data on this full~scale field test is now being prepared by the University.

I% is likely that from 75,000 to 100,000 acres will be sprinkler irrigated on the
VWest side of the San Joaquin this year.

The Advisory Bureau then discussed a tentative time and place of meeting next fail.
Mr. Russ invited the Committee to meet at Ferndale. It was propeosed that the meat-
ing be held sometime in the first two weeks in Cctober with October )y and 11 as
possible dates. Mr. McMahon will communicate with members of the Committee lzter
in the swmmer to determine their wishes as to place and time of meeting.

Mr, McMahon then reported that the terms of Ir, ileeth, lMr. McDougal, and lMr. Couch-
man had expired and that Mr., Weeth and Mr. McDougal were retiring from the Committee-
He requested Committee members to suggest names of possible successors.

Mr. Weeth then called for nominations for Committee Chairman. Mr. Seone was chesen
unapimously without opposition to succeed Mr, Wecth. Mr. Avrit was then unanimously
chosen vice-chairman, and Mr. Couchman was unanimously re-elected Committes Secretary.

On behalf of the Bureau of Agricultural Bducation, ir, McMahon then prasented
Certificates of Appreciation to Mr. Weeth and Mr. McDougal.

The meeting was then adjourmed.

Respectfully submitted,

Robert Couchman
Secretary




